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To  the  Evesham  Corpoj’ation. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  34th  Annual  Report  which  refers 
to  the  year  1907. 

Copies  will,  as  usual,  be  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  County  Council. 


Statistical  data. 

The  following  Tables  I,  III,  IV  and  V,  are  given  as  required 
by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Table  II  is  omitted,  as  it  is  not  applicable  to  the  Borough  of 
Evesham. 


TABLE  I. 
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Table  11.  is  omitted  as  it  is  not  applicable  to  the  Borough. 

TABLE  III. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1907. 


1 

Notifiable  Disease. 

Cases 

notified  in  Whole  District. 

No.  of  Cases  removed 

to  Hospital. 

A t all 
ages. 

At  Ages 

— Years. 

U nder 

1. 

1 to  5. 
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65  and 
apwards 
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BOROUGH  OF  EVESHAM. 

TABLE  IV. 

OaiisGS  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1907. 
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TABLE  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  During  the  Year,  1907. 

Deaths  froin  stated  Causes  in  \V(*eks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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Table  I.  shows  that  219  births  were  registered  in  1907,  and  that 
the  birth  rate  amounted  to  277  per  1000  of  the  population;  as  com- 
pared with  an  average  rate  during  the  10  years  1897 — 1906  of  2g'^. 

The  birth  rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1907  was  26’3  per  1000  of 
the  population,  which  is  o‘8  per  looo  below  the  rate  in  1906  and  lower 
than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on  record ; compared  with  the  average 
in  the  ten  years  1897 — •1906  the  birthrate  in  1907  shows  a decrease  of 
2'i  per  1000. 

Table  I.  shows  that  the  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  your 
district  in  1907  was  87  and  that  the  death  rate  upon  this  basis  amounted 
to  ii'o.  On  the  other  hand  the  ‘‘nett  death  rate”  arrived  at  by  ex- 
cluding “ deaths  of  non-residents  registered  in  Public  Institutions  in 
the  District,”  and  including  “deaths  of  residents  registered  in  Public 
Institutions  beyond  the  District”  who  belonged  to  the  Borough  equalled 
12-4. 

Last  year  (Table  I ) there  were  14  deaths  of  “residents  registered 
in  Public  Institutions  beyond  the  District”  who  belonged  to  the  borough 
viz.  Birmingham  General  Hospital  i,  Evesham  Workhouse  13. 

The  death  rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1907  was  15*0  per  1000 
which  was  o'4  per  1000  below  the  rate  in  1906  and  lower  than  the  rate 
in  any  other  year  on  record  ; compared  with  the  average  rate  in  the 
ten  years  1897 — 1906,  the  death  rate  in  1907  showed  a decrease  of  1.7 
per  1000. 

The  “ infantile  mortality”  last  year  was  as  low  as  82  per  1000  of  the 
deaths  ; the  standard  of  a healthy  district  being  about  100. 

It  is  thus  obvious  that  the  Vital  Statistics  for  1907  were  very  satis- 
factory. 

TABLE  VI. 

Rates  per  1000  of  Population. 


All  causes. 

1 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 
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Deaths  under 
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Borough  of 
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15-0 
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0-07 
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Extent,  disii  ibutiofi  and  causes  of  yotifiable  disease. 

Details  are  given  in  Tables  III  and  IV. 

Smallpox. 

No  case  was  reported  during  the  year. 

A le  asks. 

Five  deaths  were  attributed  to  Measles  in  December,  at  which  time 
the  disease  was  so  prevalent,  that  all  the  Elementary  Schools  in  the 
Borough  had  to  be  closed. 

Two  other  deaths  also  occurred,  in  January  and  February,  1908. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Table  VII.  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

TABLE  VII. 


No.  of  cases  in  each  month. 

Total. 

Dates  of  fatal  cases. 

Jan.  (1),  May(l),  Jiily(l), 
Oct.  (8),  Sept  (3),  Nov.  (2), 
Dec.  (2), 

13 

12tli  Sejitmiber,  1907. 

IGtli  Sej^tember,  1907. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  not  prevalent;  all  the  patients  were  removed  to 
the  Sanatorium  and  2 of  them  died  there.  The  usual  precautions 
were  taken. 


Diphtheria. 

Table  VIII.  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  Diphtheria. 

TABLE  VIII. 


No.  of  cases  in  each  month. 

Total. 

Dates  of  fatal  cases. 

Jan.  (2),  Feb.  (1),  May  (2), 

5 

F one. 

These  were  mild  sporadic  cases  of  no  etiological  interest ; 4 of 
them  were  treated  at  the  Sanatorium. 


Typhoid  F'ever. 

Table  IX.  refers  to  the  solitary  case  of  Typhoid  Fever. 

TABLE  IX. 


No.  of  cases  in  each  month. 

Total. 

Dates  of  fatal  cases. 

Jan.  (1), 

1 

ISth  January,  1907. 

The  fatal  case  occured  in 

Trumpet  Yard,  and  the  boy,  aged  12, 

was  of  weakly  constitution.  There  was  no  reason  for  attributing  his 
illness  to  any  insanitary  condition,  but  the  actual  channel  by  which  he 
contracted  the  disease  was  not  discovered. 
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Tuberculosis. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  Consumption  in 
each  of  the  years  igoi  — 1907  inclusive. 

1907  1906  1905  1904  1903  1902  19C1 

No  of  Deaths  13  ii  7 7 9 5 4 

The  Phthisis  mortality  equalled  r6  per  1000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  o'8  the  average  for  the  County  of  Worcester  for  the  10 
years,  1897  — 1906. 

Your  Inspector  offered  to  disinfect  in  those  cases  where  the  deaths 
did  not  take  place  in  Public  Institutions,  and  he  was  able  to  do  so  in 
7 instances. 

Isolation  Hospital  Acconwiodation. 

During  1907  the  total  number  of  patients  treated  at  the  Sanatorium 
was  3 I , viz.  : 


Diseases, 

Evesbarii 

Borough. 

Evesham 
Rural  District. 

Pebworth 
Rural  District. 

Total  Cases. 

('a.ses. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

18 

2 

2 

• 

2 

— 

17 

2 

Diplitheria 

4 

— 

2 

7 

1 

13 

1 

Typhoid  Fever.  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

18 

3 

4 

— 

9 

1 

31 

4 

Schools. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  schools  closed  during  the  year. 


Name. 

Disease. 

Period. 

National  (Infant  Dept.) 

Measles 

9tli  Dec.  to  3rd  Feb.  1908. 

National  (Girls  and  Boys) 

1 6tli  Deo.  to  3rd  Feb.  1 908. 

Swan  Lane 

3 1 st  Dec.  to  3rd  Feb.  1 908. 

Bengeworth 

31st  Dec.  to  3rd  Feb.  1908. 

St.  Mary’s  R C. 

j 5 

3 1st  Dec.  to  3rd  Feb.  1908. 

In  a memorandum  as  to  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in  December,  1907,  it 
is  mentioned  that  “as  subjects  concerning  which  the  Board  wish  to 
“obtain  through  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officer  Health  not  only 
“definite  general  information,  but  record  also  of  particular  changes 
“of  condition  that  may  have  occurred  incidentally,  or  by  action  of  the 
“ Local  Authority,  the  following  especially  deserve  to  be  borne  in 
“ mind  ; Schools,  especially  public  Elementary  Schools,  sanitary 
“condition  of,  including  water  supply.  Action  taken  in  relation  to 
“ the  health  of  the  scholars,  and  for  preventing  the  spread  of 
“infectious  disease.” 
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By  the  Education  ( Administrative  Provisions)  Act  1907  the 
Medical  Inspection  of  Children  in  Elementary  Schools  is  obhgatory, 
and  has  to  be  carried  out  as  laid  down  in  the  “ memorandum  issued 
by  the  Board,  under  the  direction  of  the  Worcestershire  Education 
Committee.  As  Medical  Officer  to  that  Committee,  this  work  will  be 
carried  on  under  my  supervision  (of  course,  subject  to  the  Committee  s 
contiol ) and  will  be  commenced  as  soon  as  the  requisite  Medical 
is  appointed.  xAs  to  the  “action  taken  in  relation  to  the  health ^ot 
“ the  scholars  and  for  preventing  the  spread  of  infectious  disease, 
may  remind  you  that  whenever  infectious  disease  appears  among 
School  Children,  enquiries  are  made  not  only  at  their  homes,  but  also 
at  their  Schools,  and  the  following  notice  is  sent  to  the  Head  Teacher, 

190 

STRICTLY  CONFIDENTIAL. 

Dear 

qJ-  is  now  ill,  and 


suffering  from 


shoidd  not  he  allowed  to  return  to  School  for 

days,  and  during  the  next days  no  other  children  from  the  same  house 

should  he  allowed  to  attend  School. 


Yours  faithfully, 

Medical  Of  leer  of  Health  Jor  the 


To  the  Head  Teacher  at Schools. 


Disease, 

Date  at  which  School  attendance 
may  he  resumed. 

Duration  of 
exclusion 
of  children 
exposed  to 
infection. 

Scarlatina  

Four  weeks  after  patient  has  been  released 
from  home  or  hospital  isolation  by  Medical 
Attendant. 

14  days 

Diplitlieria  

Six  weeks  after  patient  has  been  I’eleased 
from  home  or  hospital  isolation  by  Medical 
Attendant. 

28  days 

Smallpox  

When  every  scab  has  fallen  oft  ; Hiid  not  less 
tban  fourteen  days  after  patient  has_  been 
released  fr(^m  home  or  hospital  isolation  by 
Medical  Attendant. 

18  days 

Measles 

Not  less  than  four  weeks  from  beginning  of 
rash. 

21  days 

German  Measles  ... 
(Rotlieln) 

From  three  to  four  weeks  from  beginning  of 
rash. 

21  days 

Mumps  

Four  weeks  from  beginning  of  illness. 

24  days 

Whooping  Cough... 

In  about  eight  w’teks. 

21  days 

Tyhoid  Fever 

When  sufticiently  strong. 

28  days 

10 
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The  Sanitary  state  of  the  Schools  has  also  been  investigated,  and 
remedial  action  taken  from  time  to  time. 

In  order  however  to  comply  with  the  Instructions  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  I advise  that  during  the  coming  year  a report  on 
the  Sanitary  Condition  of  each  School  in  your  District  be  prepared  ; 
this  will  not  involve  great  labour,  as  the  inspections  can  be  made  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  routine  work. 


House  Accommodation. 

Forty-one  houses  were  erected,  and  29  repaired,  during  the  year. 
I reported  i as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  this  is  being  dealt  with. 
Two  courts  have  been  paved  with  blue  bricks. 

Although  building  has  been  going  on  to  a considerable  extent, 
cottages  at  rentals  labourers  can  afford  to  pay,  are  still  in  request. 

In  the  report  on  the  Evesham  Rural  District  a reference  to  the 
results  of  a County  Council  inquiry  as  to  the  housing  in  that  district, 
is  made. 


Sewerage. 

A sewer  has  been  extended  to  Bench  Hill,  and  at  the  sewerage  out- 
fall works,  “ washing”  of  a large  portion  of  the  filter  (contact)  beds 
has  been  carried  out.  This  was  a much  needed  work,  and  should  im- 
prove the  “effluent.”  Messrs.  Berrington  & Sons,  (Wolverhampton) 
have  prepared  a scheme  for  thoroughly  improving  these  ■ works,  and 
this  will  be  carried  out  in  sections  without  recourse  to  a loan. 


Water  Supply. 

An  additional  storage  reservoir  to  hold  2,000,000  gallons  has  been 
commenced. 


Places  over  7vhich  the  Council  have  control,  e.z.: — ■ 

' o 

(a)  Common  Loding  Houses. 

There  are  2 Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough,  and  these 
have  been  well  managed  during  the  year.  An  application  has  been 
received  as  to  the  registration  of  a third,  but  the  Sanitary  Committee 
have  not  yet  decided  whether  or  not  they  will  assent.  I mentioned 
last  year  that  three  rooms  in  one  Lodging  House  were  not  so  marked 
as  to  show  the  number  of  inmates  each  should  accommodate;  but  this 
has  now  been  done. 
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(b)  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

This  subject  was  dealt  with  at  considerable  length  in  my  last 
Annual  Report.  There  are  now  17  purveyors  of  milk  and  cow  keepers 
in  the  Borough.  Only  three  of  these  are  cow  keepers.  The  cowsheds 
are  well  kept ; but  of  the  dairies  used  by  purveyors,  one  was  badly 
ventilated  and  2 were  dirtv,  so  your  Inspector  has  taken  action  with 
regard  to  them.  Most  of  the  purveyors  obtain  their  milk  from  the 
Rural  District ; and  for  some  general  remarks  upon  this  subject  I would 
(in  order  to  save  cost  of  printing)  refer  you  to  the  Evesham  Rural 
District  Report. 


(c)  Slaughter-houses. 

There  are  4 Slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough,  all  of  which  are 
“registered,”  as  distinct  from  “licensed.”  I suggested  last  year  that 
the  Public  Health  Committee  should  inspect  these  with  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  me,  and  this  they  consented  to  do.  The  result  was, 
that  the  Committee  agreed  that  three  slaughter-houses  were  in  bad 
condition  and  did  not  comply  with  the  Bye-laws ; consequently  the 
owners  were  communicated  with,  and  much  improvement  has  since 
been  made.  Now  that  this  has  taken  place,  I ask  you  to  direct  your 
Inspector  to  visjt  these  slaughter-houses  and  report  to  you  upon 
them  once  a month,  in  order  that  the  Bye-laws  as  to  general  cleanli- 
ness and  removal  of  filth  may  be  carried  out.  This  will  entail  little 
labour,  and  will,  I feel  sure,  reduce  the  nuisance  of  such  places  to  a 
minimum. 

When  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  “Bill,”  1907,  was 
presented  to  Parliament  it  contained  some  most  useful  provisions  as 
to  slaughter-houses,  but  I regret  these  were  deleted  before  it  became 
an  “ Act.” 


(^d)  Bake-houses. 

There  are  15  Bake-houses  in  the  Borough;  3 of  these  have 
defective  ventilation,  i a defective  floor,  2 are  badly  lighted,  3 want 
limewashing,  and  4 are  dirty.  Your  Inspector  is  bringing  these 
individual  defects  to  your  notice. 

(cj  Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  24  Factories  and  113  Workshops  under  inspection.  I 
recently  ascertained  that  23  of  them  required  limewashing.  The 
number  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as  nuisances  was  26  ; 
4 bakers  employed  “ young  persons.”  ( See  Annual  Report,  1906, 
p.  16).  Twenty-one  outworkers  have  been  visited. 

Of  the  Workshops,  7 are  Basket  makers,  1 1 Boot  makers,  9 Black- 
smiths, II  Brewers,  15  Bakers,  ii  Carpenters,  3 Cycle  makers,  ii 
Dress  makers,  3 Fish  fryers,  3 Sweet  makers,  i Rope  maker,  5 
Plumbers,  i Saddler,  i Stone  mason,  6 Watch  makers,  i Chutney 
maker,  2 Tripe  boilers,  12  Tailors. 
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Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  igoy. 

This  Act  embodies  many  useful  sanitary  provisions  and  will — 
if  “adopted” — enable  you  to  deal  with  infectious  diseases  more 
effectually  than  is  now  possible. 

I may  mention — in  order  to  record  the  fact — that  you  are 
considering"  each  of  the  “ sections  ” seriatim.  A few  more  clauses 
have  yet  to  be  considered,  but  1 think  I may  say  that  it  has  already 
been  decided  to  “ adopt  ” the  Act  practically  as  it  stands. 


I append  your  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  FOSBROKE,  D.P.H.,  Camb., 
Shirehall,  Worcester,  County  Medical  Officer. 

March,  igo8. 


BOROUGH  OF  EVESHAM. 
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Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed  in  the  3"ear 

ending*  ,3]8t  December,  1907. 


Prevention  of  In- 

No.  of  cases  empiired  into  (includes  phthisis, 

fectious  Disease 

measles,  etc.)  - - _ 

_ - - 

23 

under  direction 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  and  cleansed  (ditto) 

23 

of  Medical Otficer 

No.  of  patients  removed  to  Hospital 

18 

of  Health. 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.. 

disinfected  or 

clestroved 

- , - 

22 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  reported 

— 

Houses 

No.  erected  (if  information  obtainable)  not 

including  1 2 other  buildings 

- - - 

41 

No.  made  tit  for  habitation 

- - 

29 

No.  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  - - - 

— 

No.  cleansed  and  lime-washed 

- - - 

10 

Overcrowding 

iNo.  of  cases  abated 

- 

2 

House-drains 

No.  laid  or  relaid 

_ - _ 

51 

No.  cleansed,  trapped  and  ventilated 

38 

No.  of  defective  waste-pipes  rectified 

29 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals 

— 

rectified  . . . . 

* w w 

9 

No.  of  dumb  wells  rectified  - 

1 

W ater  Closets 

iNo.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided 

49 

1 

No.  repaired,  ventilated  and  supplied  with 

flush  cisterns 

- 

54 

Privies  and  Ash-i 

No.  of  additional  jirivies  and  ashpits  provided 

— 

pits 

No.  converted  to  W.C.’s  or  slop 

closets  - 

2 

1 

No.  converted  to  pail  closets  - 

_ _ _ 

— 

No.  repaired  _ _ - 

- 

— 

No.  abolished  . _ _ 

_ - - 

2 

Dust  Receptacles 

No.  of  new  dust  receptacles  provided 

— 

(portable) 

111^ 

Total  No.  of  houses  from  which \ 

Increase  208  in 

refuse  removable 

6 years. 

1738 

Total  No.  of  privies  and  ashpits 

cleansed  _ _ . - 

Borough 

— 

Total  No.  of  portable  receptacles 

0 

cleansed  _ _ . _ 

surveyor  s 

4 

Total  No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and 

Department. 

excrement  removed 

20 

Total  No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and 

refuse  removed  - - - / 

1989 

Smoke  Huisaiices 

No.  under  observation 

- - _ 

1 

No.  abated  - - - - 

- _ - 

1 

Ofiensive  Trades 

No.  under  observation 

. 

— 

No.  improperly  conducted 

. _ _ 

— 

Water  Siipjoly 

No.  of  wells  sunk  - 

- - - 

— 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaii 

ed 

— 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted 

- 

— 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks 

(during  year) 

- 

— 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  foi 

anal}' sis 

12 

14 
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Slaughter  Houses 

No.  registered  or  licensed  - . . . 

No  regularly  inspected  - _ _ _ 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  . - . . 

4 

4 

3 

Eactories  and 

No.  under  inspection  - - - _ . 

158 

W orkshops 

No.  certified  for  lime- washing  by  Inspector  - 

23 

No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as 
Nuisances 

26 

No.  employing  “ young  persons,”  &c.,  reported 
to  Medical  Officer  of  Health  _ . _ 

4 

Shop  Hours’  Act 

No.  of  shops  under  supervision  _ . _ 

— 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Act  dealt  with 

— 

Dairies  and 

No.  of  persons  engaged  in  milk  trade  now  on 

Cowsheds 

Register  and  under  supervision 

17 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders  and 
Bye-laws  dealt  with  . . - _ 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  reported  by 
Inspector  ------ 

- 

Canal  Boats 

No.  of  boats  on  Register  - . - . 

— 

No.  of  boats  registered  during  year 

— 

No.  of  certificates  renewed  - - - - 

— 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or 
otherwise)  ------ 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations 
dealt  with  ------ 

Lodging  Houses 

No.  on  Register  ------ 

2 

No.  regularly  inspected  - - - - 

2 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  - - - - 

2 

Food 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption 

2 

Food  and  Drugs’ 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis 

— 

Act 

No.  of  samples  cer tided  genuine  - - - 

— 

No.  of  samples  certified  adulterated 

j. 

— 

Animals  kept  so  as 

N o.  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice  - 

8 

to  be  a Nuisan  jt 

Accumulation  of 

No.  of  removals  ------ 

6 

otfensive  refuse 

Legal  proceedings 

No.  taken  ------- 

2 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  - - - - 

1 

No.  of  cases  withdrawn  _ - - - 

1 

Clerical  Work 

No.  of  official  letters  written  - - - - 

215 

No.  of  notices  served  - - - - - 

44 

No.  of  notices  complied  with  - - _ 

42 

No.  of  notices  outstanding  _ - - - 

2 

Burford  Boad  and  Northwick  Eoad  have  been  numbered,  and  Port  Street  re- 
numbered. Courts — six  houses  the  Leys  and  Ilnight’s  Court  have  been  paved  with 
blue  bricks. 

Eleven  petroleum  stores  have  been  inspected  and  licenses  granted. 

Two  milk  purveyors  have  given  up  business. 

Application  has  been  made  for  registration  of  an  additional  common  lodging 

house. 


March  8rd,  1908. 


(Signed)  H.  S.  HAKVEY,  Sanitary  Inspector, 


EVESHAM  RURAL  DISIKK''!'. 
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To  the  Evesham  Rural  District  Council, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  34lh  Annual  Report  which  refers 
to  the  year  1907. 

Copies  will,  as  usual,  be  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  fioard, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  County  Louncil. 


Statistical  data. 

The  following  Tables  I,  III,  IV  and  V,  are  given  as  required 
by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Table  II  is  omitted,  as  it  is  not  applicable  to  the  Evesham 
Rural  District. 
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Table  II.  is  omittcal  a.s  it  is  not  a])plicable  to  the  Dislriet. 

TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseiise  notified  during  the  Year  lt)()7 


Notifiable  Disease. 


Small-pox  . . 
Cholera 
Diphtheria  . 
Membranous  Croup 
Erysipelas  . . 
Scarlet  feYer 
Typhus  fever 
Enteric  fever 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  fever  . 
Puerperal  fever 


Plague 


At  all 
ao’es. 


6 

2 


Cases  notified  in  Whole  Disthict, 


At  Ao’es — Years. 


U nder 

1. 


1 to  5. 


5 to  15. 


15  to  25. 


O 

O 


25  to  65. 


65  and 
upwards 


No.  of  Cases  reinoved 

to  Hospital. 


iS 
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TABLE  IV. 

Caiisps  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1907. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  Disirict  at 

SUBJOINED  AGKS. 


Causes  of  Death. 

25  and 

G6  and 

All 

Under 

1 and 

5 and 

15  and 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

Ages. 

1 year. 

5. 

15. 

25. 

G5. 

wards. 

Small-pox 

Measles 

O 

o 

1 

1 

1 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  mem 
bra  no  us  croup 

Croup 

1 

1 

1 Typhus 

Fever  < Enteric 

( ( )ther  continueh 

Epidemic  Influenza  . 
(Toiera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

l^ueiperal  fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases.  . 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular  di- 

4 

3 

1 

seases 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  di- 

sease 

11 

8 

3 

Bronchitis 

8 

3 

3 

2 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

3 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 
piratory organs 
Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ( 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  birth 
Diseases  and  accidents 

1 

5 

1 

5 

of  parturition 

1 

1 

Heart  diseases 

15 

1 

1 

5 

8 

Accidents 

2 

1 

1 

Suicides 

1 

1 

Senile  decay  . . 

13 

13 

All  other  causes 

37 

8 

1 

2 

5 

21 

All  causes 

109 

17 

6 

4 

4 

26 

52 

EVESHA^I  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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TABLE  y. 

Infantile  Mortality  During  the  Year,  1907. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Wh'eks  and  Montlis  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

H 

u 

a; 

'U 

c 

;::3 

t/7 

V 

o; 

1 

w 

A 

<V 

ro 

1 

<N 

A 

X 

OJ 

V 

•f 

1 

ro 

Total  under 

I month. 

A 

X 

C 

0 

s 

Cl 

1 

'/ 

c 

0 

s 

CO 

1 

ot 

3 — 4 Month.s. 

A 

X 

c 

0 

»r- 

in 

1 

X 

X 

C 

0 

§ 

VO 

1 

m 

A 

X 

c 

0 

s 

1 

o 

7-  8 Months. 

c/! 

0 

s 

Cv 

00 

• 

A 

X 

c 

0 

s 

0 

1 

ON 

10—  1 1 Months. 

A 

X 

c 

0 

s 

Cl 

H 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  I Certified 

Causes  f xT„cevtified  .. 

5 

o 

O 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

17 

X 

u . 

'i  (A 

W (i; 

w J. 

— r3  , 

E-* 

E 

0 

0 

SJ  1) 

;r  '/) 

t 

(5Q 

br  r. 

E 

t;.  S 
^ c ’ 

cx 

D 

V 

r:  X 

X 

- 

'A 

V 

f. 

3 

1 

u 

D 

6 

Small-pox 

Cliicken-pux  ... 
Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria:  Cronp 

AVhooping  Cough  . 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms... 

Enteritis,  M uco-enteri- 7 
tis.  lia.stro-enteritis  j 

Gastritis,  Gastro-iu-  ) 
j testinal  Catarrh  ) 

Premature  Birth 

fCongeuital  Defects  ... 

Injury  at  Birth 

\Vant  of  Breast  M ilk  7 
Starvation  ) 

Atrophy,  Debility,  ) 
IMarasmus  i 

/Tuber  cuius  ) 

Meningitis  ) 

Tuberculous  Peri-  h 
tonitis : Tabes  >■ 
IMesentcrica  j 

either  Tuberculous  7 
Diseases  j 

/Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  ^ 

{not  Tuberculous) ) 

Convulsions  ... 

Bronchitis 

Larj'ugitis 

Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  ) 

overlaying  I 

Other  Causes... 

4 

1 

1 

' 

1 

« 

1 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

2 

4 

3 

5 

3 

1 

9 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

20 
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'Table  I.  shows  that  21 1 bii'lhs  were  registered  in  1907,  and  that 
the  birth  rate  amounted  to  26'9  per  1000  of  the  population;  as  com- 
pared with  an  average  rate  during  the  10  years  1897 — 1906  of  28*5. 

The  birth  rate  is  low,  but  I am  glad  to  say  is  not  apparently  declining 
in  your  District  to  the  extent  it  is  generally  through  the  country. 

The  birth  rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1907  was  26'3  per  1000  of 
the  population,  which  is  o-8  per  1000  below  the  rate  in  1906  and  lower 
than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on  record;  compared  with  the  average 
in  the  ten  years  1897  - 1906  the  birth  rate  in  1907  shows  a decrease  of 
2-1  per  1000. 

Table  I.  shows  that  the  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  your 
district  in  1907  \vas  120, and  that  the  death  rate  upon  this  basis  amounts 
to  i5'3.  On  the  other  hand  the  “net  death  rate”  arrived  at  by  ex- 
cluding “ deaths  of  non-residents  registered  in  Public  Institutions  in 
the  District,”  and  including  “deaths  of  residents  registered  in  Public 
Institutions  beyond  the  District”  equalled  i3’9,  which  mortality  is 
satisfactorily  low. 

Last  year  ( Table  I ) there  were  5 deaths  of  “residents  registered 
in  Public  Institutions  beyond  the  DistricT’who  belonged  to  your  District, 
and  these  occurred  at  Powick  Lunatic  Asylum. 

The  death  rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1907  was  15-0  per  1000 
which  was  0 4 per  1000  below  the  rate  in  1906  and  lower  than  the  rate 
in  any  other  year  on  record  ; compared  with  the  average  rate  in  the 
ten  years  1897 — 1906,  the  death  rate  in  1907  showed  a decrease  of  1.7 
per  1000. 

The  “ infantile  mortality”  last  year  was  80  per  1000  of  the  births;  the 
standard  of  a healthy  district  being  about  100. 


TABLE  VL 

Eates  per  1000  of  Population. 


w 

0 

cc 

0 

< 

Zymotic 
Disea  se.'^. 

Smallpox. 

j 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

• ^ 

S 

i— 1 

Whooping 
Cough . 

> 

Diarrhoea. 

Deaths  under 

1 year  per 
1000  Births. 

Evesham 

Rural  Lhstrict 

13-9 

0-6 

0-0 

0-2 

0*0 

0-0 

0-0 

0-0 

0-13 

80 

England  and 

W ales 

15-0 

P26 

O'O 

0-36 

0-09 

0-16 

0-29 

0-07 

0-29 

118 

Table  VL  shows  that  the  local  zymotic  death  rates  in  the  District 
as  compared  with  those  of  England  and  Wales  are  favourable. 
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Extni^^  distribution  and  causes  of  yotijiabic  diseases. 

Details  are  ()i\'en  in  'Fables  III  and  IV. 

O 

Sniailpox. 

No  case  was  reported  during  the  \ ear. 

Measles. 

Table  IV.  shows  yon  that  3 were  due  to  Measles.  This  disease  was 
prevalent  ih  Littbton,  BroadwaA’,  Bretforton,  Cleeve  Prior  and  Hadsey 
parishes,  and  necessitated  the  closing  of  the  local  Schools. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Table  VII.  shows  the  monthly  incidmee  of  Scarlet  Fever. - 

Table  VH. 


Locality. 

No.  of  cases  in  eaeli  raoiitb. 

Total. 

Dates  of  fatal  cises. 

(it.  Hampton 

Jan.  ( 1 ), 

1 

North  Litthdon 

Jan.  ( 1 ), 

1 

Both  these  cases  were  removed  to  the  Sanatorium.  The  district 
experienced  remarkable  immunity  from  this  disease. 


Diphtheria. 

Table  \TII.  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  Diphtheria, 

TABLE  Vni. 


Locality. 

No.  of  cases  in  each  month. 

Total. 

Dates  of  fatal  cases. 

N.  Littleton 

Jan.  ( 1 ), 

1 

Bedgebei  row 

Jail.  ( 1 ), 

1 

Cleeve  Prior 

Bep.  ( 1 ), 

1 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  District  was  also  remarkably 
free  from  this  disease.  The  3 sporadic  cases  were  of  mild  character  ; 
2 of  them  were  treated  at  the  Sanatorium.  The  third  was  so  slight 
that  had  it  not  been  for  a Bacteriological  test,  it  would  not  have  been 
recognized. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

No  case  was  reported. 


I think  you  will  agree  from  what  I have  stated  that  not  only  are  the 
Vital  Statistics  of  your  district  most  satisfactory,  but  that  the  almost 
entire  absence  of  infectious  disease  is  particularly  so. 

Tuberculosis. 

Four  deaths  were  attributed  to  Phthisis  during  1907,  compared  with 
15  in  igo6,  6 in  1905,  2 in  1904,  and  6 in  1903. 

The  death  rate  last  year  was  0'5,  compared  with  the  average  death 
rate  of  the  County  for  years  1897 — 1906,  of  c’8o. 

Your  Inspector  offered  to  disinfect  houses  where  consumptives  had 
died  and  he  was  able  to  do  so  in  each  instance. 
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ITospital  A ccomuiodatiou . 

For  the  work  carried  out  at  this  Hospital,  I refer  you  to  page  8 of 
this  report. 


Schools, 


The  following  schools  were  closed  during  the  year. 


Name. 

Disease. 

Period. 

Littleton 

Measles 

14tli  March  to  Pth  April 
extended  to  22nd  Ajirib 

Broadway  E.C. 

1 5 

14th  March  to  8th  April 

Broadway  National,  Infants 

Whooping  Cough 

IGth  April  to  7th  May 
extended  to  22nd  May,  ’07. 

Bretforton 

Measles 

22nd  April  to  ■J7th  May. 

Cheeve  Prior 

13th  May  to  3rd  June. 

Bretforton  (Infant  Dept.) 

Whoojjing  Cough 

Pth  July  to  29th  July. 

Badsey  (Inf  ints) 

Measles 

10th  Oct.  to  26th  Oct. 

badsey  (Mixed  0.) 

22nd  Oct.  to  9th  Nov. 

In  order  to  prevent  recapitulation  and  cost  of  printing,  for  general 
observations  on  “ Schools”  I refer  you  to  pages  8 and  9 of  this  report. 


II 0 using  of  the  IVorking  Classes. 

A Special  Committee  of  the  County  Council  held  an  inquiry  at 
Evesham  on  lune  1 1th  last,  as  to  the  need  of  labourers’  dwellings  in 
the  district,  and  copies  of  their  report  were  sent  to  you. 

This  report  is  too  voluminous  for  publication  here,  but  the 
following  extracts  show  the  state  of  things  disclosed  by  the  evidence. 

9.  “ It  may  be  therefore  takt  n as  proved  ihat  in  this  District  there  is 

‘‘  in  some  places  a considerable  deficiency  in  the  supply  of  cottages,  caused 
mainly,  [)ut  not  altogether,  by  one  or  other  of  the  above  causes. 

The  Parishes,  for  our  Inquiry,  may  he  grouped  as  follows  : — 

1.  “ Parishes  where  there  is  a local  demand  for  cottages  exceeding 

the  supply. 

2.  “ Parishes  where  the  demand  for  cottages  has  been  or  is  being 

met  in  whole  or  in  part. 

3.  “ Parishes  where  exceptional  local  circumstances  exist  which 

“reduce  the  supply  of  cottages.” 

10  “As  to  the  first,  this  applies  to  most  of  the  Parishes  in  the 
“District,  but  chii  tly  to  the  benches,  Norton  and  Lcmchwick,  Offimham, 
“ and  Sedgberrow.  In  each  of  these  Parishts  it  was  stated  that  no  new 
“cottages  were  being  built,  and  as  the  old  ones  either  become  uninhabit- 
“ able  for  w mt  of  repair  or  were  pulled  dowui,  persons  had  to  leave  the 
“ Districts.  Complaints  of  persons  wTo  for  want  of  cottages  had  to  live 
“in  barns  and  hovels  were  made  at  the  benches,  but  these  appeal'  to  have 
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“ been  cas^eF;  of  Pea-))io](ers  and  casual  labourers.  There  however  seems 
“ to  be  a want  of  sutHeient  cottages  to  keep  the  people  in  the  localities, 
“ and  this  want  also  operates  as  a bai'  to  any  fresh  people  coming/’ 

11.  “ In  Ihidsey,  Wi(,Tbamford,  Bretforton,  and  The  Littletons,  there 
“is  a demand  for  cottages,  but  a good  deal  of  building  has  taken  place  of 
“ recent  years,  with  the  result  that  to  some  extent  the  demand  has  been 
“met;  but  still  it  was  alleged  that  in  all  these  places  more  cottages  are 
“wanted.  In  Wickhamford  it  was  stated  that  the  landowneis  had  put  up 
“cottages  as  otherwise  they  could  not  let  out  their  land  in  small  holdings. 
“The  same  was  said  to  be  the  case  in  Bretforton.  In  Badsey  a number  of 
“cottages  have  lately  been  built  as  a speculation  b}"  outsiders.  In  The 
“ Littletons  the  Bid  ford  Co-operative  Society,  which  includes  those 
“ Parishes  in  its  area  of  operations,  had  enabled  its  members  by  advances 
“from  its  Building  Society  funds  to  put  up  cottages  to  meet  the  demand.” 

12.  “Exceptional  circumstances  exist  at  Hampton,  Cleeve  Prior, 
“ Harvington  and  Broadway,  causing  an  alleged  dearth  of  cottages  ; 
“ Hampton  being  close  to  Evesham,  but  outside  the  Borough,  persons  are 
“desirous  of  living  there  to  avoid  the  Borough  rates;  so  cottages  there  are 
“in  great  demand.  This  however  appears  only  the  usual  case  of  a country 
“ Parish  adjoining  an  Urban  District  when  the  deficienc}^  is  created  by 
“persons  desiring  to  come  into  the  Parish  rather  than  from  insufficient 
“houses  for  the  parishioners  themselves.” 

13.  “ Harvington  is  in  some  degree  in  the  same  position;  it  adjoins 
“ Norton  and  Lenchwick,  the  whole  of  which  Parish  except  'I'he  Glebe 
“is  the  property  of  one  owner,  who  does  not  care  to  build  All  the  existing 
“cottages  are  occujiied  by. his  workmen  or  tenants.  The  Norton  people 
“who  want  cottages  are  therefore  driven  elsewhere,  and  as  they  object  to 
“go  into  the  Borough  on  account  of  the  higher  rates  they  select  Harving- 
“ton.  That  Village  therefore  has  to  provide  for  its  own  people 
“and  also  for  all  the  Norton  and  Lenchwick  people  who  want  cottages. 
“This  makes  the  demand  greater  than  the  supply.” 

14  “ There  is  another  cause  v'hich  operates  both  at  Harvington  and 

“Cleeve  Prior,  and  which  we  are  told  is  an  increasing  cause  for  the 
“scarcity  of  cottages.  During  the  last  tew  years  it  has  become  fashionable 
“among  people  who  live  in  Birmingham  and  other  towns  to  spend  their 
“week  ends  in  the  country,  and  th.e  Avon  has  become  and  is  becoming 
“more  and  more  a fashionable  week-end  resort.  Persons  buy  or  take 
“cottages  in  the  viliages'or  near  the  river  for  themselves  and  families,  and 
“by  giving  higher  rents  than  the  labouring  classes  can  afford  to  pay 
“further  limit  the  supply.  At  present  it  does  not  appear  to  us  that  this 
“cause  has  operated  in  any  Worcestershire  Parish  to  anything  like  the 
“extent  it  has  done  at  Bidtord,  hut  it  is  an  increasing  cause  of  shortness 
“of  supply  that  must  not  be  lost  sight  of.” 

15.  “ We  are  informed  that  at  Church  Honey  bourne  there  was  likely 

“ to  be  a great  demand  for  cottages  caused  by  the  Railway  workmen  ; but 
“at  present  the  demand  has  not  arisen.  Here  we  were  told  that  cottages 
“ are  at  the  present  time  vacant  and  tenants  could  not  be  found.” 
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16.  “ Broadway  is  an  exceptional  case  and  stands  alone.  There  can 

no  doubt  that  there  is  a serious  shortage  of  cottages  here,  arising 
“partly  from  the  general  causes  that  so  few  new  cottages  are  built,  partly 
‘Mrom  exc(‘ptional  causes,  such  as  that  Broadway  has  become  a fashionable 
^‘resort  and  persons  have  converted  cottages  into  residences,  artists  who 
‘Miave  gone  to  live  there  have  bought  and  fitted  up  old  cottages  for  them- 
selves,  while  some  of  the  oldest  and  worst  cottages  have  been  closed  by 
‘‘the  Sanitary  Authorities  and  no  new  ones  have  been  built  to  supply  their 
“place.  There  is  also  a temporary  reasoUj  a new  sewerage  scheme  has 
“been  carried  out  and  the  cost  of  connecting  the  house  drains  with  the 
“ sewers  has  in  one  case  at  least  led  the  owner  to  convert  three  cottimes 
“into  one  house,  dhe  combination  of  these  causes  and  the  fact  that  no 
“new  cottages  have  deen  built  of  late  years  has  caused  in  Broad wa}^  a 
“pressing  need  for  further  cottages.” 


17.  “This  need  is  fully  recognised,  so  much  so  that  it  was  proposed  to 
“start  a Company  to  build  cottages.  This  scheme  has  however  been 
“abandoned  as  a private  owner  is  about  to  commence  building  eight 
‘^cottages,  and  we  are  informed  when  these  have  been  erected  he  is 
“prepared  to  build  more  if  he  finds  them  required.” 

19.  “We  have  stated  the  effect  of  the  evidence  given  to  us,  which 
“may  be  surnarized  as  follows: — 

1.  “There  is  a present  shortage  of  cottages  in  all  but  one  of  the 
“ Parishes  in  the  Evesham  Rural  District,  and  in  that  one  it  is 
“anticipated  there  will  soon  be  a shortage.” 

‘2.  “This  shortage  arises  from  the  fact  that — 

“(a)  The  children  grow  up,  marry,  and  require  houses. 

“(b)  That  cottages  are  closed  and  pulled  down  under  the 
“Sanitary  Acts. 

“ (c)  That  no  cottages  are  built. 

“ (d)  That  in  some  of  the  Parishes  local  causes  exist  such  as  we 
“have  already  enumerated  wTich  increase  the  shortage.” 

3.  “That  this  shortage  seems  likely  to  increase.” 

4.  “That  from  the  evidence  before  us  it  appears  that  in  this 

“ District  the  shortage  has  the  following  results  : — 

“(1)  It  drives  the  young  people  into  the  town  as  they  are 
‘Ainable  to  stay  in  the  country  for  lack  of  houses. 

“(2)  It  prevents  the  land  being  fully  developed  and  cultivated 
“in  small  farms  or  holdings,  and  compels  the  system  of 
“ farm  as  against  gardening  to  continue. 

“(3)  That  if  more  cottages  were  provided  the  migration  of  the 
“people  from  the  countr}"  to  the  town  would  be  to  some 
‘^extent  stayed  in  the  District.” 

5.  “ ]'hat  if  the  population  of  this  Rural  District  is  to  be  main- 

“ tained  dv  ellings  must  be  provided  to  enable  it  to  be  done.” 
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20.  “ Wo  hav'o  not  boon  directo(i  to  make  any  recommenrlations  as 

to  the  remedy  lor  the  existing  state  of  things  or  how  further  cottages 
‘‘shall  be  ])rovi(]ed.  Ihit  we  think  we  should  point  out  tliat,  as  tlie 
“law  now  stands,  t’ne  County  (k)uncil  cannot  in  the  first  instance  take 
“any  steps.  The  Authority  to  put  the  Acts  in  lorce  is  the  District 
“ Council.” 

The  Council  referred  the  (‘oiisidtuaition  of  tliis  report  to  a “ Special 
Committee  ” who  re^mrted  as  follows  : — 

COPY. 

To  the  Evesham  Rural  District  Council. 

ffoUSIXG  OF  TUB  WoRKIXG  CLASSES  ACTS. 

Your  Coinnuttee  app  )iute(l  to  consider  the  above  question  and  the  Report  of 
the  Worcustersiiire  County  t'ouncil  coiuiuittee  thereon  make  the  following  recom- 
mendations and  suggestions  ; — 

1.  That  a copy  of  this  Report  (if  adopted)  he  sent  to  the  Worcestershire  County 
Council  as  a reply  to  their  letter  of  the  18fh  September  last. 

2.  That  the  County  < ’ouueil  be  tliiinl<ed  for  holding  their  Inquiry,  as  the  Report 
contains  much  vd]ual)le  evidence,  and  \our  Committee  see  no  reason  to  dissent 
from  most  of  the  ci  inclusions  arrived  at. 

3.  Broadway.  The  eight  cottiiges  nirntioned  in  the  Countv  Council  Committee’s 
Report  are  nearly  completed  and  there  is  good  reason  for  believing  that  more 
will  he  built. 

4.  That  the  District  Council  has  not  been  called  upon  by  any  Parisli  to  adopt 
the  ex’isting  Acts,  hut  on  recvipt  of  aiiidications,  the  District  Council  will  be 
prepared  to  deal  with  tlie  question. 

5.  That  the  large  landowners  in  the  parishes  mostly  concerned  shall  be  acquainted 
with  the  contents  of  the  Heport  of  the  County  Council  Committee  and  urged 
to  consider  the  question  of  providing  cottages  themselves  in  such  parishes,  and 
that  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  communicate  with  the  landowners  accordingly. 

G.  That  as  the  Pre-ident  of  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  John  Burns) 
stated  at  the  Interuadoiial  Housing  Congress  held  in  Loudon  in  August  last, 
that  he  intended  bringing  in  a Housing  Bill  during  the  next  Session  of 
Parliament,  your  Committee  consider  the  making  of  any  detinite  proposals 
should  be  deferred  until  the  Council  have  had  an  opportunity  of  considering 
such  Bill,  as  it  may  enable  Local  Authorities  to  deal  with  the  question  with- 
out imposing  a heavy  charge  on  the  ratepayers  for  many  years,  which  has 
been  tbe  experience  of  all  Local  Authorities  that  have  been  obliged  to  act 
under  the  exi>ting  Statutes. 

Dated  this  4th  day  of  November,  1907-  Signed,  JOSEPH  SMTTHIIN, 

Chairman. 

As  regards  recommendation  No.  4 tlie  Bretforton  Parish  Council 
wrote  you  on  February  dtli,  1908,  calling  attention  to  “the  great 
“need  of  further  housing  accommodation  in  this  parish,  and 
“ (suggested)  that  something  should  be  done  to  increase  the  number 
“of  dwellings  as  early  as  possible.” 

The  Parish  Council  also  mentioned  that  “at  the  present  time  to 
“ show  the  urgency  of  more  houses,  there  are  18  families  living  in 
“ 9 houses.” 

Your  Clerk  having  asked  for  full  piarticulars  as  to  these  statements, 
the  I'arish  Council  replied  ( March  6th,  1908)  “that  in  addition  to  . . . 
“the  18  families  in  9 houses,  5 married  men  have  recently  had  to 
“leave  the  Aullage  for  adjoining  parishes  owing  to  a deficiency  of 
“houses  m tlie  parish.” 
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The  Sanitary  Inspector  presented  a report  to  you  (March  9th, 
1908)  which  shows  the  number  of  houses,  with  number  of  rooms, 
the  population,  and  their  gfmeral  sanitary  condition,  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  population  is  649  (699  above  15  years  of  age,  and 
250  under  15\  and  that  the  number  of  houses  is  14  5,  5 of  which  are 
void.  Thus  it  would  apfjear  that  there  is  an  average  of  4*6  persons 
per  house,  which  is  about  as  usual. 

The  report  further  shows  that  the  number  of  persons  employed  in 
the  parish  but  who  live  outside  is  6,  that  6 persons  living  in  the 
parish  work  outside,  and  that  there  are  9 houses  occupied  by  more 
than  one  family.  “The  majority  of  the  cottages  are  in  good 
“ condition.” 

The  fc^anitar}’  Committee  considered  this  report,  and  gave  instruc- 
tions as  to  the  more  urgent  cases  requiring  attention,  9 of  wdiich 
were  “ overcrowding.” 

Bearing  in  mind  that  the  Council  ado])ted  the  Committee’s 
recommendation,  and  that  “ on  receipt  of  applications  the  District 
“Council  will  be  prepared  to  deal  with  the  question,”  1 venture 
to  say  that  it  would  be  well  for  the  District  Council  to  hold  an 
inquiry  in  the  villayey  'where  the  actual  j acts  co'uld  be  ascertained. 


This  would  expose  those  who  make  inaccurate  assertions  (if  there 
be  anyb  and  enable  the  Council  to  come  to  a reliable  conclusion. 
Such  an  inquirv  would  not  oblige  the  Council  to  put  in  force  the 
H(  )using  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  without  the  strongest  reliable 
evidence  that  it  was  necessary  to  do  so  ; for  it  is  well  known  that  the 
application  of  those  pc^wers  w’ould  most  probably  entail  some  charge 
upon  the  rates. 

As  to  recommendation  No.  6 the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  quite  recently  brought  in  a “Housing  Bill,” 

and  no  doubt  it  will  receive  vour  most  serious  consideration. 

*/ 


Pea-picke?'S. 

The  Local  Government  Board  recently  sent  you  a copy  of  a letter 
sent  to  them  by  the  Hector  of  Sedgberrow,  and  this  having  been 
sent  to  me,  I wrote  (as  I was  unable  to  attend  your  meeting)  advising 
that  the  matter  be  referred  to  a special  committee  and  asking  that  I 
might  have  an  opporlunity  of  laying  ni}^  views  before  you.  '1  he 
Council  however  did  not  see  the  necessitj^  of  ajipointing  such  a 
committee,  but  pnvferred  to  request  the  Locnl  Government  Board 
to  instruct  Dr.  Farrar  (who  made  such  an  excellent  “reitort  to  the  Local 
“ Government  board  on  tlie  lodging  and  accommodation  of  hop- 
“ pickers  and  pickers  of  fruit  and  vegetables”  ^in  February,  1907),  to 
visit  the  district. 
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Apparently  you  had  forg'otten  tliat  Ttr,  Farrar  lias  already  dealt 
with  • ‘ pea-pickiiig  ” in  his  report,  and  that  I laid  before  you  wliat 
lie  said  shortly  after  the  report  was  issued,  yiz.  : 


Pen-j)icl'ing. — In  certain  districts  Inrire.  nnmViers  of  persons  asseniTle  annually 
for  tlie  p3a-|nckinu:  harvest  which  occurs  in  the  latter  half  of  June  or  in  July, 
and  lasts  tor  about  a fortnight  or  three  weeks. 

The  total  area  under  cultivation  of  peas*  in  Gi-eat  Britain  was,  in  1906  153,979 
acres.  Of  this  area,  152,138  acres  were  in  England,  860  acres  in  Wales,  and  981 
acres  in  Scotland. 


The  following  counties  grew  more  than  5,000  acres  of  peas,  viz.  : — 


Es.sex 
Lincoln 
Norfolk  ... 
Suffolk 

York,  E.  Biding 
Yoi’k,  W.  Biding 
Kent 

Worcester 


Acres. 

19,422 

21,479 

7,890 

16,631 

5,458 

5,847 

11,624 

6,810 


The  above  may  therefore  be  reg.-irdod  as  the  principal  counties  in  which  the 
green  pea  harvest  is  so  far  in  excess  of  the  caijacities  of  local  labour  to  pick  it 
as  to  necessitate  the  importation  of  labour  from  outside  t!ie  district. 


I visited  two  rural  districts  during  the  pea  harvest,  viz.,  the  Upton-on-8evern 
Eur.il  Dis'rict  in  Worcestershire  and  the  Ongar  Bural  District  in  Essex.  The 
remarks,  I have  to  make  on  the  acconunodal ion  provide  1 for  pe  i-pifhers  are  based 
mainly  upon  my  inspection  of  tlie.'e  two  districts.  b'T  a, Iso  upon  iutormation  derived 
from  Dr.  Eosbroke,  Medical  (Jfficer  of  Health  fur  the  County  of  Worcester,  and  others. 


As  a rule  where  large  crops  of  green  peas  are  grown  these  rre  bought  standing 
by  contractors  who  engage  labour  to  pick  them. 

The  pea- pickers  may  he  divided  into  four  classes  : — 

1.  Local  Wni-Jy'crs  — Of  these  there  are,  as  a rule,  very  few  on  the  larger  farms, 
as  their  numhurs  would  not  sulhee  tor'  the  work,  and  i-cspectable  re.sidents  are  not 
generally  willing  to  work  side  by  side  with  vagrants  and  trauips. 

3.  Van-dwellers,  for  tlie  most  part  either  pure  or  half-bred  Bomauies,  wdio  move 
from  place  to  place  in  gipsy  vans  and  supplement  the  sleeping  accommodation  of 
these  vans  by  rough  tents  of  their  own  construction,  as  described  in  the  section  of 
the  report  which  d^als  with  hop-picking. 


3.  Casual  labourers,  imported  from  large  towns,  especially  in  Essex  and  the 
counties  near  to  London. 

4.  Habitual  or  “professional”  tramps. 


Van-dwellers  (gipsies)  probably  constitute  in  most  districts  from  one-fourth  to 
one-third  of  the  persons  employed  in  iiea-pieking,  the  majority  of  the  residue  being 
either  casual  labourers  of  the  poorest  grade  irom  tlie  large  cities,  especially  from 
Loudon,  or  habitual  tramps. 


It  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  practically  impossible,  to  obtain  an  accurate 
return  of  the  number  of  immigrant  pea-pickers  employed  in  different  districts.  I 
estimated  that,  roughly,  2,600  w^ere  so  employed  in  the  Upton-on-Severu  Kural 
District. 


In  respect  of  the  TJpton-on-8evern  Bural  District,  the  extent  to  which  tramp.s 
assemble  in  this  district  in  anticipation  of  the  green-pea  harvest  may  be  inferred 
from  the  following  figures  supplied  to  me  by  the  Masters  of  the  Upton-on-Severn 
Workhouse  and  of  the  Malvern  Tramp  Wards  : — 


* No  discriininaiion  is  made  in  the  Returns  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  between  peas  which 
are  picked  green  and  those  which  are  harvcoted  and  cut  dry. 
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Upton -oii-Severn 
Workhouse.  \ 

Malvern 
Tramp  Wards. 

Annual  weekly 

average 

of  “casuals”  a 

dmitted 

170 

156 

Admissions  for 

week  en 

ding  May  2nd, 

1906 

D/ 

211 

2 2 

72 

„ 9th, 

3 2 

195 

143 

2 2 

2 2 

,,  16th, 

2 7 

164 

138 

2 J 

7 3 

,,  23rd, 

2 2 * • • 

181 

215 

27 

2 2 

,,  30tli, 

27 

249 

171 

2 

?2 

June  6th, 

2 2 

179 

175 

72 

2 2 

„ 13th, 

2 2 

348 

259 

2 7 

7 7 

,,  20th, 

2 2 

577 

310 

72 

2 2 

„■  27th, 

2 7 

198 

122 

27 

2 3 

July  4th, 

2 2 

88 

55 

1 

7 7 

7 3 

,,  nth, 

27  ••• 

57 

55 

72 

2 2 

,,  18ih, 

22 

— 

72 

The  heavy  influx  of  tramps  during  the  fortnight  ending  June  20th,  followed  by  an 
equally  noticeable  drop  in  the  average  during  the  month  of  July,  bears  out  the 
contention  that  tramps  assemble  in  the  district  in  anticipation  of  the  green-pea 
harvest,  and  afterwards  depart  elsewhere,  taking  with  tliern  so  much  of  their 
wages  as  they  have  not  already  spent  in  drink. 

Of  the  925  tramps  admitted  during  this  forinight  to  the  Upton-on-Severn  Work- 
house,  626  were  men,  186  womeii,  and  113  children.  Of  the  599  admitted  to  the 
Malvern  Tramp  Ward  during  the  same  fortnight,  437  were  men,  103  women,  and 
59  children. 

The  tramp  wards  were  considerably  overci’owded,  and  it  was  impracticable,  in 
most  cases,  to  these  vagrants  to  work,  or  to  detain  them  for  more  than  a single 
night.  Most  of  them  had  to  sleep  on  the  floors  and  even  in  the  passages. 

These  immigrants  belong  to  the  roughest  class  of  “professional”  tramps,  and 
during  their  sojourn  in  the  di  trict  are  a constant  terror  to  the  residents,  and,  as 
I learnt  from  a conversation  wdth  the  Superintendent  of  Police  at  Upton-on-Severii, 
of  anxiety  to  the  police.  1 am  informed  l)y  him  and  by  others  that  they  drink,  fight, 
and  pilfer,  and  indecent  assaults  committed  by  tHem  on  women  and  children  have 
been  so  common  that  sueh  persons  dare  not  be  abroad  in  the  evening  at  this  season. 

In  fact,  it  is  estimated  by  lire  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  district  that  the 
expense  occasioned  by  them  in  respect  of  pol  ce  and  of  prison  and  w orkhouse  accom- 
modati"!!  wmmld  almost  counterbal.ince  the  profits  of  the  pea-picking  industry  to  the 
district,  a large  proportion  of  which  is  absorbed  by  the  publicans. 

In  1904.  a small  outbreak  of  small-]rox  (3  cases),  occirrring  among  tramp  pea- 
pickers  at  Earl’s  Oruome  gave  rise  to  considerable  expense. 

These  observations  are  probably  applicable  to  many  other  districts  in  wffiich  peas 
are  grown  to  a large  amount.  In  Essex,  however,  I lonnd  that  there  tvas  less 
complaint  as  to  pea-pickers  from  the  police  stand-point,  the  greater  number  of  the 
pickers  in  this  latter  o uuty  being,  as  I have  already  intimated,  not  hahitual  tramps 
but  casual  labourers  of  the  poorer  class  from  London. 

Accoynmodation  for  Pea-pickers. — The  gypsy  van-dwellers  provide  their  own 
accommodation. 

Large  numbers  of  the  tramp  pea-pickers  sleep  in  the  open  under  hedges,  or  under 
rough  shelters  improvised  from  hurdles,  straw,  or  pea-haulms ; others  sh'ep  in  barns, 
sheds,  and  stables,  1 1 erded  together  w'ltl I scant  regard  for  adequate  space  or  proper 
separation  of  sexes,  others  sleep  in  bell-tents,  jirovided  by  the  contractors,  to  wffiich 
the  same  comments  apply  and  which  generally  are  old  and  in  bad  repair. 
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The  farmers,  as  a rule,  exercise  very  little  control  over  the  pea-pickers,  and 
appear  to  re,<?ard  as  hopeless  any  atteni]>t  to  regulate  their  sleeping  acconunodation 
in  respect  of  decency. 

It  is  not  regarilod  as  practicable  to  build  huts  for  the  accomniodation  of  pea- 
pickers  as  is  done  in  some  districts  for  strawberry-pickers  or  hop-pickers  because;— 

1.  The  pea  crop  is  not  one  grown  on  the  same  ground  year  after  year  like  hops 
or  strawberries  ; a,  farmer  may  grow  peas  one  year  and  not  another.  2.  A field  of 
peas  is  stripped  outright  in  one  operation  (unlike  strawberries,  from  which  successive 
crops  may  lie  harvested)  ; 200  or  300  workers  may  be  employed  to  strip  a pea-field  in 
two  days  ; they  ni:iy  then  migrate  to  another  farm  a few  miles  away,  and  it  is  not 
generally  practicable  to  find  them  wmrk  on  one  farm  more  than  two  or  three  days,  oi\ 
at  the  outside,  for  one  week  at  a time. 

Bell-tents  are  in  many  instances  carted  by  the  contractors  from  farm  to  farm 
according  to  the  migration  of  the  pickers.  In  the  districts  inspected  by  me  the 
number  of  tliese  provided  was  very  inadequate,  but  many  of  the  workers  prefer  to 
construct  their  own  shelters  out  of  pea-haulms  and  bent  sticks.  'I’hese  shelters 
resemble  nests,  and  when  skilfully  constructed  appear  to  be  fairly  weather-proof. 

Privies. — I did  not  observe  any  instances  in  which  privies  had  been  provided  for 
pea-pickers,  who,  indeed,  generally  prefer  to  ease  themselves  under  hedges. 

Wafer. — On  most  fsrms  water  is  provided  in  sufficient  quantities,  but  the  supply 
is  often  of  indifferent  quality  and  at  inconvenient  distances. 

Straw  and  Firewood. — Straw  can  generally  be  had  for  the  asking  and  fii’ewood 
is  generally  allowed. 

Waqes. — T’he  wages  paid  to  pea-pickers  in  Worcestershire  are  good,  varying 
acccording  to  the  season  from  5d.  to  ffd.  a " pot”  (approximatnly  a bushel  of  40  lbs.). 
A good  picker  can  pick  four  or  five  pots  a day,  and  a family  may  make  £2  or  more 
in  a week.  In  Kssex  pea-pickers  are  paid  about  1-  a “ sack,”  the  wages  earned 
being  approximately  the  same  as  in  Worcestershire. 

Many  of  the  tramps  and  nomads  employed  in  pea-picking  work  through  a cycle  of 
vegetable  harvests,  wdiich  includes  beans,  scarlet  runners,  pcffatoes,  etc. 

Biie-laius  —Having  regard  to  the  short  duration  of  the  pea  harvest  on  any  one 
farm,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  practicable  to  apply  in  their  entirety  in  respect  of  pea- 
picking the  Board’s  Model  Bye-laws,  which  are  applicable  to  hop-picking,  and  it  is 
doubtful  wli ether  Rural  Distadct  Councils  would  be  willing  to  adopt  them. 

The  Ongar  Rural  District  Council  ( Lssex)  have,  however,  adopted  a series  of  bye-laws 
which  in  essential  respects  are  based  on  the  Local  Government  B'lard’s  Model  Bye-laws 
for  hop-pickers  and  pickers  of  fruit  and  vecetaliles,  hut  differ  from  theui  in  a few 
minor  particulars  whicdi  it  is  thought  wdll  make  them  more  applicable  to  the  conditions 
under  wh'ch  pea-picking  is  carried  on,  i.e.,  the  shorter  sojourn  of  the  pea-pickers  in 
any  one  spot. 

I consider  it  very  desirable  that  bye-laws  should  be  in  force  in  all  districts  where 
the  picking  of  fruit  and  vegetables  is  an  imp  irtint  industry  ; for  though  it  mav  not 
be  always  practicable  to  enforce  them  with  rivour,  and  zeal  in  this  respect  should 
certainly  be  tempered  with  disi;retion,  the  existence  of  bye-laws  sets  a standard  of 
humane  and  decent  treatment  of  the  workers,  and  gives  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  Insx)3ctor  of  Nuisances  a definite  status  in  inspecting  the  '\  orkers,  and  a 
lever  in  dealing  wdth  those  employers  who  may  not  be  naturally  inclined  to  provide 
adequately  for  their  accommodation. 

The  modifications  of  the  Board’s  Model  adopted  by  the  Ongar  Rural  District 
Council  appear  to  he  appropriate  and  may  perhaps  serve  as  a useful  precedent  in 
dealing  with  similar  cases. 


Recommendations. 

1.  That  bye-laws  in  respect  of  hop-pickers  and  pickers  of  fruit  and  vegetables, 
and  also  bye-laws  in  respect  of  tents,  vans,  sheds  and  similar  structures,  should  be 
adopted  in  all  districts  in  which  hops,  fruit,  or  vegetables  are  grown  in  such  quantity 
as  to  require  the  introduction  of  immigrant  pickers  to  harvest  them. 
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2.  That  the  Councils  of  all  such  districts  shraild  direct  their  l\redical  Officers 
of  Health  and  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  to  keep  themselves  acqnaiiPed  with  the 
condilions  of  such  immigrant  pickers  and  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  bye-laws. 

3,  That  copies  of  the  bye-laws  should  be  furnished  to  all  farmers  and  others 
employing  immigrant  pickers  on  a considerable  scale. 

You  will  notice  that  Dr.  Farrar  mentioned  that  his  observations  are 
partly  based  upon  information  I gave  him.  and  I may  say  I had 
several  interviews  with  him  when  he  was  in  Worcestershire. 

I entirely  agree  ^’iith  Dr.  Farrar’s  remarks  and  especially  with  that 
paragraph  in  which  he  says  “ Having  regard  to  the  short  duration  of 
“the  pea  harvest  on  anyone  farm  it  does  not  appear  to  be  practicable 
“to  tliei7' entiretif  (the  italics  are  mino)  in  respect  of  pea- 

“ picking  the  Board’s  Model  Byelaws”;  but  I do  think  some  regu- 
lations might  be  framed  by  which  growers  of  peas  could  be  held 
responsible  for  mitigating  the  unquestionable  nuisance  caused  by 
pea-pickers. 

At  one  time  pea  growing  was  not  such  a regular  business  as  it  has 
now  become,  and  I submit  that  those  who  grow  peas  should.  ( even  if 
they  sell  them  to  others  persons,  before  picking  commences)  be  held 
responsible  for  housing,  say  in  barns,  outhouses,  or  other  ways, 
under  su’table  conditions,  pea-pickers  who  now  visit  the  same  farms 
vear  after  vear. 

C/ 

Seiverage. 

Badsey.  This  sewerage  scheme  is  now  completed,  at  a cost 
of  £2,200  The  whole  of  the  house  drains  have  Since  bet-n 
connected  with  the  sewers.  Much  of  the  latter  work  was  carried 
out  by  means  of  a loan  (£700)  obtained  from  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  I think’  the  prompt  way  in  which  the  work  has  been  done 
is  most  satisfactory. 

The  sewage  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  percolating  filters ; and  I 
propose  to  watch  the  result  of  the  treatment  during  the  coming 
summer,  and  to  take  samples  of  the  effluent  from  time  to  time. 

Broadway.  I mentioned  last  3’ear  that  the  sewerage  of  this  Village 
had  been  completed ; since  then  a man  has  been  appointed  to  super- 
vise the  irrigation  farm,  and  here  again  1 propose  to  collect  samples 
of  the  effluent  for  analysis. 

Water  Supply. 

Evesham  Villages  Water  Seheme. 

I reported  last  year  that  furffler  expenditure  was  about  to  be 
incurred  in  order  to  lay  on  water  from  springs  at  Buckland.  As  the 
matter  was  urgent,  you  carried  out  the  work  so  promptly,  that  no 
scarciry  occurred.  Since  then  the  I.ocal  Government  Board  have 

t/ 

been  asked  for  a loan  of  £1870,  and  a local  inquiry  has  been  held. 
£513  of  this  loan  will  be  borne  by  the  Gloucestershire  parishes 
connected  with  the  scheme. 

The  water  supply  of  all  other  parts  of  tlie  district  I believe  to 
be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


EVESHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Places  over  which  the  Council  have  control,  e.g,: — 

Slaughter-houses. 

There  are  6 registered  or  licensed  slaughter-houses  in  the  District. 

One  at  Broadway  does  not  comply  with  the  byelaws  inasmuch  as 
the  internal  surface  of  the  walls  is  not  in  such  a state  as  “to  prevent 
absorption  of  blood  or  filth  which  may  be  splashed  thereon.”  One 
side  of  this  slaughter-house  is  cemented  only  3 feet  high  and  the  other 
is  woodwork.  The  floor  has  been  relaid  but  the  place  requires  lime- 
washing. I think  your  byelaws  should  be  made  to  apply  in  this  case 

The  other  slaughter-houses  when  recently  inspected  were  found  to 
be  cleanly;  that  at  Aldington  is  now  undergoing  complete  reconstruc- 
tion in  an  up-to-date  fashion. 

Dairies,  Coiv  sheds  and  Mi  Iks  hops. 

There  are  26  dairymen  and  purveyors  of  milk  in  the  District.  The 
dairies  and  cowsheds  have  been  recently  inspected  and  the  following 
defects  were  found  : 

Defective  floors  2 cases,  defective  drainage  4,  requiring  limewashing 
5,  dirty  4,  defective  water  supply  i,  defective  lighting  3,  pigs  kept  in 
cowshed  in  dirty  condition  2. 

By  the  time  this  report  is  presented  your  Sanitary  Inspector  should 
have  called  your  attention  to  each  of  these  defects. 

In  various  Annual  Heports  I have  urged  the  necessity  of  utilizing 
your  powers  with  regard  to  Dairies  and  Cow’sheds  to  the  fullest 
extent,  in  order  that  the  milk  offered  for  sale  may  contain  no  filth, 
such  as  cow  dung,  hairs,  etc.,  nor  act  as  a channel  for  the  conveyance 
of  disease,  as  it  now  too  often  does ; and  it  is  only  right  to  add  that 
in  all  cases  where  ymur  Inspector  has  reported  defects,  action  has  been 
taken.  Partly  however  owing  to  apiathy  on  the  part  of  some  cow- 
keepers,  and  partly  to  defective  legislation,  the  question  of  milk 
production  has  not  been  dealt  with  as  carefully  and  completely 
as  its  importance  requires. 

Public  interest  in  the  matter  seems  however  at  length  to  be 
thoroughly  roused,  and  many  cow-keepers  are  now  taking  the  matter 
in  hand  ; so  that  there  is  little  doubt  that  reforms  in  the  milk  trade 
will  be  made  in  the  early  future.  Furthermore  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  has  just  announced  that  it  is  his  intention 
to  lay  before  Parliament  during  the  present  session  a “ Bill”  to  deal 
with  the  question. 

I propose  therefore  to  offer  some  general  remarks  on  the  matter, 
and  as  evidence  of  the  interest  now  being  taken  by  Local  Authoriiies, 
I would  call  your  attention  to  the  following  resolution  passed 
unanimously  at  the  Annual  Conference  of  Urban  District  Councils, 
held  in  July  last,  by  the  250  delegates  present,  viz. : 
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TJiat  in  view  of  the  large  infantile  mortal it^^^,  the  number  of  cases 
‘of  infectious  disease  traced  to  milk,  and  to  the  fact  that  tlie  existing' 
‘regulations  have  failed  in  their  object  to  ensure  a pure  milk  supply, 
‘this  Conference  is  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the 
‘question  should  be  dealt  with  as  a national  one,  and  desires  to  urge 
‘upon  the  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  the  necessity 
‘of  at  once  introducing  into  Parliament  a Bill  dealing  with  this 
‘matter.^’ 

As  regards  that  part  of  it  which  deals  with  “ infectious  disease 
traced  to  milk”  I would  say  that  w'henever  a case  of  infectious  disease 
was  notified,  careful  enquiries  were  made  with  regard  to  the  milk  in 
use  (if  any). 

I wish  to  emphasize  now  that  not  only  some  “notifiable”  diseases,  hut 
also  “tuberculosis”  (which  is  not  notifiable)  are  sometimes  conveyed 
by  milk,  and  the  latter  not  unfrequently  to  children. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  at  the  International  Medical  Congress 
held  in  London  in  1900,  Koch,  the  original  discoverer  of  the  Bacillus 
of  Tuberculosis,  brought  forward  the  view  that  bovine  and  human 
tuberculosis  were  quite  distinct.  He  asserted  as  the  result  of  his 
experiments  and  enquiries,  that  the  bacillus  of  human  tuberculosis 
was  unable  to  give  rise  to  anything  more  than  limited  or  non-progres- 
sive tuberculosis  in  the  ox,  and  maintained  that  bovine  tuberculosis 
could  not  be  the  cause  of  tuberculosis  in  man.  This  paradoxical 
utterance  (which  I heard)  fell  like  a bombshell  into  the  Congi’ess,  and 
the  echoes  of  its  explosion  resounded  thi'ough  the  whole  scientific 
world.  The  weight  attaching  to  Koch’s  name,  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  announcement  was  made,  and  the  far-reaching 
practical  issue  involved,  constituted  a challenge  which  could  not  he 
ignored ; consequently  a Poyal  Commission  was  appointed  in  August, 
1901,  to  enquire  and  report : 

1.  Whether  the  disease  in  animals  and  man  is  one  and  the  same  ? 

2.  Whether  animals  and  man  can  bereciprocally  infected  with  it,  and 

3.  Under  what  conditions,  if  at  all,  the  transmission  of  the  disease 
fr(  m a'limals  to  man  takes  place,  and  what  are  the  circumstances 
favourable  or  unfavourable  to  such  transmission  ? 

On  the  16tli  May,  1904,  the  Commission  reported  that  they  had 
carefully  inquired  whether  the  bacillus  which  gives  rise  to  tuberculosis 
in  the  bovine  animal  is  specifically  distinct  from  the  bacillus  which 
gives  rise  to  tuberculosis  in  the  human  being,  and  that  therefore  the 
presence  of  the  bovine  bacillus  in  the  milk  or  flesh  of  the  cow  con- 
sumed as  food  for  man  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  a cause  of  tuberculosis 
in  the  latter. 

The  Commission  said  that  the  results  which  they  have  obtained  are 
so  striking  that  they  have  felt  it  to  l.>e  their  duty  to  make  them  known 
without  further  delay  in  an  interim  report ; deferring  until  a further 
report  all  narration  of  details  of  experiments  and  certain  other  questions. 
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The  Commission  stated  in  that  report  that  the  result  at  which  they 
have  arrived  was:  “ That  tubercle  of  human  origin  can  give  rise  in 
‘‘the  bovine  animal  to  tuberculosis  identical  with  ordinary  bovine 
“tuberculosis,  seems  to  us  to  show  quite  clearly  that  it  would  be  most 
“ unwise  to  trame  or  modify  legislative  measures  in  accordance  with 
“ the  view  that  human  and  bovine  tubercle  bacilli  are  specifically 
“different  from  each  other,  and  that  the  disease  caused  by  the  one  is  a 
“ wholly  dilferent  thing  from  the  disease  caused  by  the  other,” 

The  Commission  recently  (January,  1907)  presented  the  second 
interim  report  and  the  conclusions  arrived  at  are  as  follows  : “ There 
“ can  be  no  doubt  but  that  in  a certain  number  of  cases  the  tuberculosis 
“occurring  in  the  human  subject,  especially  in  children,  is  the  direct 
“ result  of  the  introduction  into  the  human  body  of  the  bacillus  of  bovine 
“tuberculosis  : there  also  ran  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  majority  at  least 
“of  these  cases,  the  bacillus  is  introduced  through  cows’  milk.  Cows 
“milk  containing  bovine  tubercle  bacilli  is  clearly  a cause  of  tuber- 
“ CLilosis  and  of  fatal  tuberculosis  in  man, 

“ These  facts  indicate  that  a very  large  proportion  of  tuberculosis 
“contracted  by  ingestion  is  due  to  tubercle  bacilli  of  bovine  source. 

“ A very  considerable  amount  of  disease  and  loss  of  life,  especially 
“among  the  young,  must  be  attributed  to  the  consumption  of  cows’ 
“milk  containing  tubercle  bacilli.  The  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli 
“in  cows’ milk  can  be  detected,  though  with  some  difiiculty,  if  the  pro- 
“ per  means  be  adopted,  and  such  milk  ought  never  to  be  used  as  food. 
“ There  is  far  less  difficulty  in  recognising  clinically  that  a cow  is  dis- 
“ tinctly  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  in  which  case  she  may  be  yielding 
“tuberculous  milk.  The  milk  coming  from  such  a cow  ought  not  to 
“form  part  of  human  food,  and  indeed  ought  not  to  be  used  as  food 
“ at  all,” 

“Our  results  clearly  point  to  the  necessity  of  measures  more 
“stringent  than  those  at  present  enforced  being  taken  to  prevent  the 
“sale  or  the  consumption  of  such  milk.” 

This  statement  is  diametrically  opposed  to  Koch’s  views,  and 
confirm  reports  of  previous  Commissions,  so  that  it  is  hoped  that  his 
opinions  will  now  be  laid  to  rest,  and  that  reluctance  will  no  longer 
be  manifested  by  Local  Authorities  in  carrying  out  the  obligations 
and  responsibilities  imposed  upon  them  by  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  Orders. 

Now  as  to  the  “steps  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  sale  or  consumption 
of  such  milk.” 

You  well  know  that  under  the  “ Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Orders”  you 
have  power  to  regulate  these  places  provided  they  are  in  your  district, 
( but  not  otherwise  ) and  to  protect  milk  from  any  infection  ( direct  or 
indirect  ) from  “ dangerous  infectious  diseases  but  it  should  be  noted 
that  it  has  been  held  that  the  words  “ dangerous  infectious  diseases” 
apply  to  such  disorders  as  smallpo.x,  scarlet  fever  and  the  like. 
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By  article  15  of  these  ‘‘  Orders  ” if  at  any  time  disease  exists  among 
the  cattle  in  a dairy  or  cowshed,  the  milk  of  a “diseased  cow”  is  not 
allowed  to  be  mixed  with  other  milk,  nor  to  be  sold  or  used  for  human 
food,  nor  to  be  sold  or  used  for  food  of  swine  or  other  animals,  unless 
or  until  it  has  been  boiled.  No  special  diseases  are  here  mentioned  : 
so  every  disease  is  included  in  the  term. 

The  difficulties  sanitary  officials  experience  under  this  Article  is  to 
ascertain  which  particular  cow  is  diseased,  but  be  it  observed  under 
this  “ Article”  only  the  milk  of  the  “ diseased  cow,”  has  to  be  boiled. 
In  the  case  of  an  outbreak  of  scarlatina  or  typhoid  fever,  due  to  milk, 
the  suddenness  of  the  outburst  and  other  enquiries  may  point  to  the 
milk  supply  as  a probable  cause;  and  then  under  section  4 of  the  “ In- 
fectious Disease  ( Prevention)  Act,  r 890,”  power  is  given  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  provided  he  is  in  posession  of  evidence  that  any  person 
in  the  district  is  “ suffering  from  infectious  disease  attributable  to  milk 
“supplied  within  the  district,  from  any  dairy  situate  within  or  without 
“ the  district,  or  that  the  consumption  of  milk  from  such  dairy  is  likely 
“to  cause  infectious  disease  to  any  person  residing  in  the  district,  such 
“ Medical  Officer  shall,  if  authorised  on  that  behalf  by  an  order  of  a 
“Justice  having  jurisdiction  in  the  place  where  such  dairy  is  situate, 
“ have  power  to  inspect  such  diary,  and  if  accompaned  by  a Veterinary 
“Inspector  or  some  other  properly  qualified  Veterinary  Surgeon  to 
“ inspect  the  animals  therein,  and  if  on  such  inspection  the  Medical 
“ Officer  of  Health  shall  be  of  opinion  that  infectious  disease  is  caused 
“ from  consumption  of  the  milk  supplied  therefrom,  he  shall  report 
“thereon  to  the  Local  Authority,  and  his  report  shall  be  accompanied 
“ by  any  report  furnished  to  him  by  the  said  Veterinary  Inspector  or 
“Veterinary  Surgeon,  and  the  Local  Authority  may  thereupon  give 
“ notice  to  the  dairyman  to  appear  before  them  within  such  time,  not 
“ less  than  24  hours,  as  may  be  specified  in  the  notice,  to  show  cause 
“ why  an  order  should  not  be  made  requiring  him  not  to  supply  any 
“ milk  therefrom  within  the  district  until  such  order  has  been  withdrawn 
“ by  the  local  authority ; and  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  local  authority, 
“ he  fails  to  show  such  cause,  then  the  local  authority  may  make  such 
“ order  as  aforesaid  : and  the  local  authority  shall  forthwith  give 
“notice  of  the  facts  to  the  sanitary  authority  and  county  council  (if 
“ any)  of  the  district  or  County  in  which  such  dairy  is  situate  and  also 
“ to  the  Local  Government  Board.  An  order  made  by  a local  authority 
“ in  pursuance  of  this  section  shall  be  forthwith  withdrawn  on  the  local 
“ authority  or  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  its  behalf  being  sat- 
“ isfied  that  the  milk  supply  has  been  changed,  or  that  the  cause  of 
“ the  infection  has  been  removed.  Any  person  refusing  to  permit 
“the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  production  of  such  order  as 
“ aforesaid  to  inspect  any  dairy,  or  if  so  accompanied  as  aforesaid  to 
“ inspect  the  animals  kept  there,  or  after  any  such  order  not  to  supply 
“ milk  as  aforesaid  has  been  given,  supplying  any  milk  within  the 
“district  in  contravention  of  such  order,  or  selling  it  for  consumption 
“therein,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  an  offence  against  this  Act. 
“ Provided  always  that  proceedings  in  respect  of  such  offence  shall 
“be  taken  before  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  having  jurisdiction  in  the 
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place  where  the  said  dairy  is  situate.  Provided  also  that  no  dairyman 
“ shall  be  liable  to  an  action  for  breach  of  contract  if  the  breach  be 
“ due  to  an  order  from  the  local  authority  under  this  Act.” 

By  section  2 of  this  Act,  the  expression  “ infectious  disease,” 
applies  only  to  diseases  scheduled  as  “ notifiable”  under  the  “Infectious 
Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,”  and  therefore  does  not  apply  to 
tuberculosis,  although  undoubtedly  it  is  an  infectious  disease, 
insidious  in  its  approach,  its  period  of  incubation  is  unknown  : the 
signs  of  its  presence  are  for  a considerable  time  indistinguishable 
from  those  of  other  ailments,  and  the  means  of  tracing  its  probably 
remote  origin  are  not  available.  Hence  the  impossibility  in  the 
present  state  of  our  knowledge  to  present  such  evidence  as  would — 
even  if  section  4 did  apply  to  tuberculosis — induce  a Justice  to  sign 
an  “Order”  for  the  inspection  of  the  cows  affected  by  it. 

Furthermore  the  difficulty  of  diagnosing  bovine  tuberculosis  by 
ordinary  physical  means,  at  any  but  the  most  advanced  stages,  is 
universally  recognised  : and  this  fact  is  an  element  of  the  greatest 
mischief  in  the  possibility  it  allows  for  the  continuous  spread  of  infec- 
tion for  a long  period,  from  a diseased  cow. 

Turning  now  to  the  sanitation  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  I may  remind 
you  that  your  “ regulations  ” with  regard  to  these  are  in  force. 

As  all  the  cow  keepers  usually  turn  their  cows  out  to  grass  in  the  day 
time — except  during  severe  weather — Part  II.  of  the  Regulations 
which  requires  that  a cubic  space  of  800  feet  per  cow  should  be 
provided  does  not  apply.  If  you  will  turn  to  your  Regulations  you 
will  see  that  many  of  them,  are  vague  ; for  instance,  it  requires  that 
the  “ lighting”  and  “ ventilation”  shall  be  “ sufficient,”  but  gives  no  defini- 
tion of  the  word  “ sufficient,”  consequently  what  is  adequate  lighting 
and  ventilation  becomes  a matter  of  opinion,  and  is  not  unfrequently 
difficult  to  decide. 

As  “well  water”  is  very  generally  in  use,  I suggest  that  samples 
be  analysed  from  time  to  time  ; for  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say 
that  all  milk  sellers  should  only  use  water  free  from  contamination. 

Cowsheds  are  required  “to  be  kept  thoroughly  clean,  to  be  white- 
“ washed  at  least  twice  in  every  year,  and  the  floors  to  be  thoroughly 
“ swept  and  the  dung  removed  not  less  than  once  every  day.” 

It  often  happens  that  lime-washing  is  neglected,  and  that  the  daily 
cleansings,  even  if  carried  out,  are  not  thoroughly  done.  In  order  to 
promote  cleanliness  the  floors  of  the  cowsheds  need  to  be  so 
constructed  that  the  cows  do  not  lie  in  their  own  dung,  for  should 
they  do  so  contamination  of  milk  is  apt  to  occur. 

Many  cowsheds  are  cleansed  into  adjacent  uncovered  farmyards ; 
this  is  not  desirable  as  it  not  unfrequently  obliges  the  cows  to  wade 
through  filth  on  their  way  to  be  milked,  and  causes  accumulation  of 
flies  which  may  contaminate  the  milk  even  duringtheshort  timeitstands 
in  the  buckets.  The  local  practice  of  cowsheds  opening  on  to  farmyards 
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is  SO  common  that  it  will  not  be  an  easy  matter  to  prevent  it,  in  fact 
such  a change  could  only  be  brought  about  gradually.  Without  going 
more  into  detail  I would  say — to  put  it  mildly — that  many  of  your 
cowsheds  are  capable  ot  improvement,  not  only  as  regards  structure,  but 
also  as  to  maintenance  ; T say  this,  not  only  as  the  result  of  a long  official 
experience,  but  as  one  who  has  kept  cows  for  many  years. 

Unfortunately,  you  are  not  empowered  to  call  upon  owners  of  cowsheds 
to  bear  the  expense  of  structural  alterations,  as  such  liabilities  only 
devolve  upon  “Cow-keepers”  (i.e.  persons  following  the  trade  o^'  cow- 
ketpers  or  dairymen)  themselves.  'J’his  as  you  know  is  very  different  to 
what  generally  obtains  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

In  order  to  shew  cow-keepers  the  most  sanitary  way  to  build  a 
cowshed  I would  advise  that  you  cause  a design  of  a Model  Cowshed  to 
be  prepared  in  order  that  where  alterations  are  required  they  may  be 
carried  out  on  an  approved  plan  ; this  is  specially  necessary  with  regard 
to  ventilation,  lighting,  floor  space,  and  floor  construction. 

Another  point  wffiich  cow  keepers  themselves  too  generally  neglect  is 
keeping  cows  in  such  a way  that  milk  is  not  polluted  during  milking 
operations. 

The  cows  should  be  regularly  groomed,  and  particularly  their  tails, 
flanks  and  udders,  although  this  operation  is  considered  ludicrous  by 
most  cow-keepers  and  their  employes.  v^uch  grooming,  I know  from 
personal  experience,  does  not  entail  great  labour,  and  prevents  filth, 
hairs,  cow  dung,  etc.,  finding  its  way  into  milk. 

Milkers  should  also  be  required  to  wear  clean  blouses  and  “overalls,” 
and  to  carefully  cleanse  their  hands  and  the  cows’  udders  before  milking. 
All  these  details  require  to  be  carried  out  if  uncontaminated  milk  is  to 
be  offered  for  sale. 

Milk,  as  no  doubt  you  are  aware,  is  generally  passed  through  fine 
“sieves”  into  the  milk  vessels,  but  th’s  process  does  not  intercept  hairs 
or  small  particles  of  filth.  A most  eff*  ctive  and  cheap  sieve  (which  I 
have  used  for  some  years)  is  now  on  the  market,  by  which  milk  is  filtered 
through  pads  of  cotton  pools,  which  effectually  intercepts  filth.  Many 
dairymen  speak  most  highly  af  the  apparatus. 

The  sterilization  of  milk,  or  of  its  improper  storage  at  the  houses  of 
purchasers  (the  latter  of  which  so  often  occurs)  does  not  come  within 
the  purview  of  this  report. 

Another  danger  milk  is  exposed  to  is  being  tampered  with  on  the 
railways. 

Owing  to  the  inability  of  Sanitary  Authorities  to  deal  with  tubercu- 
lous milk  under  general  legislation  (referred  to  in  the  earlier  part  of  this 
paragraph),  special  powers  have  been  obtained  by  London,  Glasgow, 
Manchester,  Liverpool,  Sheffield,  Birmingham,  and  several  other 
Authorities. 

Except  King’s  Norton  Urban  District,  no  Sanitary  Authority  in 
Worcestershire  has  obtained  these  powers. 
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These  “ model  milk  clauses”  cover  the  following  points,  viz  ; 

Penalty  for  selling  milk  of  disc'ased  cows. 

Penalty  for  failing  to  isolate  diseased  cows. 

Obligation  to  notify  cas('s  of  tuberculosis. 

Power  to  take  samples  of  milk. 

Inspection  of  cows  and  stoppage  of  milk  supply  by  order. 

Appeal  by  dairymen. 

Compensation  to  dairymen. 

Public  notice  of  provision  of  Act  to  tuberculosis. 

Prosecution  of  offences  as  to  tuberculosis. 

Expenses  of  executing  powers  as  to  tuberculosis  and  provision 
for  their  execution  by  a committee. 

As  I thought  you  would  like  to  know  the  result  of  the  administration 
of  the  Birmingham  “ milk  clauses,”  I enepiired  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  (Dr.  Kobertson)  who  has  replied  : 

“ We  have  got  the  model  clauses  in  operation  in  Birmingham,  a copy 
“of  which  I enclose.  We  had  to  wait  some  time  before  working  them, 
“ as  we  had  no  facilities  at  the  University  to  carry  on  the  work.  The 
“ clauses  were  put  in  operation  in  September  last,  and  we  have  examined 
“ about  250  samples  of  milk.  I am  now  making  a report  on  the  first 
“ 200  samples  which  we  have  had  examined.” 

“ We  pay  £l  per  sample  to  the  University  for  the  examinations  and 
“from  previous  knowledge  in  doing  the  work  myself  I do  not  think  this 
“an  excessive  amount,  but  it  is  so  much  as  to  make  us  limit  our 
“ operations.” 

“ In  addition  to  this  there  is  considerable  expense  attached  to  visits 
“made  by  a certified  Veterinary  Surgeon  to  farms  lying  out  long 
“distances  from  Birmingham.” 

“The  work  has  undoubtedly  got  a value.  We  have  been  able  in 
“several  instances  to  stop  obviously  tubercular  milk  coming  into  the 
“ city,  but  the  process  is  very  slow  and  tedious,  and  so  difficult  as  to  make 
“ it  almost  unworkable.  I think  the  greatest  value  attached  to  this  wmrk 
“ is  that  it  demonstrates  the  need  for  further  action,  I should  like  to  see 
“ every  Count}^  Council  have  powers  to  make  two  or  more  examinations  of 
“every  cowshed  annually,  and  have  the  milk  from  any  suspected  diary 
“ tested.” 

“ This  would  be  very  much  better  than  the  casual  efforts  of  one  town 
“ authority.” 

“ Manchester  and  Liverpool  are  the  towns  which  have  had  these 
“ clauses  in  operation  for  a longer  time  than  any  others,  and  there  they 
“ have  been  worked  probably  better  than  elsewhere,  particularly  in 
“ Manchester.  Sheffield  has  also  worked  them  pretty  well : they  have 
“one  of  the  most  experienced  veterinary  surgeons  in  this  particular  part 
“ of  the  work  in  England,” 

In  a report  Dr.  Robertson  recently  issued  he  said  : 

“That  Birmingham  milk,  to  the  extent  of  probably  over  10  per  cent, 
“is  infected  with  tuberculosis.” 
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From  what  I have  said  I think  it  will  be  admitted  that  at  the  present 
time  you  possess  no  powers  which  enable  you  to  take  effective  steps  to 
prevent  the  sale  or  consumption  of  tuberculous  milk,  and  that  the  control 
of  the  milk  supply  is  not  satisfactory.  Consequently  I ask  you  to  support 
that  part  of  the  Urban  Councils  Association  “ resolution”  which  sets  forth 
that  the  time  has  arrived  “when  the  question  should  be  dealt  with  as 
“ a national  one,  and  desires  to  urge  upon  the  President  of  the  Local 
“ Government  Board  the  necessity  of  at  once  introducing  into  Parliament 
“a  Bill  dealing  with  the  matter.” 

As  the  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  has  intimated  that 
he  hopes  to  bring  in  a Milk  Bill,  a conference  between  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  of  the  County  Councils  Association  and  Representatives  of 
the  Central  Chamber  of  Agriculture  was  held  on  February  13th,  1908, 

The  Conference  agreed  upon  certain  recommendations  as  to  the  lines 
upon  wdiich  a “ Bill”  should  be  drafted  to  deal  with  milk  production 
and  distribution,  and  as  I generally  agree  with  them,  I ask  you  to 
support  them.  They  are  as  follows  — 

1.  “That  the  Local  Authorities  to  deal  with  this  question  should  be 
“the  same  as  the  Local  Authorities  for  the  purposes  of  the  Disease 
“of  Animals  Acts,  1894  and  1903.” 

2.  “That  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders  of  1885  and 
“ 1889  should  be  consolidated  and  amended  in  such  manner  as  may 
“ be  approved  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture.” 

3.  “That  legislative  steps  should  be  taken  to  secure  the  adequate 
“ (a)  lighting,  (b)  ventilation,  (c)  cleansing,  (d)  drainage,  (e)  water 
“ suppljq  of  cowsheds  in  both  Urban  and  Rural  District  areas.” 

4.  “ That  the  question  of  air  space  in  such  cowsheds  should  not  be 
“ dealt  with  by  any  hard  and  fast  regulations,  but  that  regard  must 
“be  had  in  all  cases  to  the  situation  and  surroundings,  and  any 
“regulations  dealing  with  this  matter  must  be  subject  to  the 
“approval  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture.” 

5.  “That  every  Local  Authority  should  only  register  such  premises  as 
“ they  may  deem  suitable,  and  when  the  premises  to  be  occupied 
“as  a dairy  or  cowshed  shall  have  been  made  to  satisfy  their 
“ requirements.” 

6.  “ That  all  premises  occupied  for  the  purpose  of  milk  selling  within 
“ the  meaning  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders, 
“should  be  inspected  by  the  Inspector  to  the  Local  Authority  not 
“less  than  twice  in  each  year.” 

7.  “That  all  cattle  used  for  the  purpose  of  milk  selling  should  be 
“ examined  (especially  for  tuberculosis  of  the  udder)  not  less  than 
“ twice  in  each  year,  by  duly  qualified  veterinary  surgeons,  appointed 
“by  the  Local  Authority.” 

“ That  every  animal  which  then  appears  to  show  symptoms  of 
“ tuberculosis  of  the  udder  should  be  isolated  and  slaughtered. 

8.  “That  if  the  owner  of  a cow  has  reason  to  suspect  that  the  cow  is 
“ suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  udder  he  should  be  obliged  to 
“isolate  the  same  and  to  give  notice  to  the  Local  Authority. 
“(Addendum,  bee  below). 
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9.  “ In  respect  to  an  animal  slaughtered  under  (7)  or  (8),  previous  to 
“ the  slaughter  the  cow  should  be  valued  as  a milking  cow,  by  a 
“public  valuer  appointed  by  the  Local  Autliority.” 

“ Immediately  after  slaughter  the  cow  siiould  be  examined  by  an 
“independent  veterinary  surgeon  appointed  hy  the  Local  Authority 
“or  the  Hoard  of  Agriculture.” 

“ If  free  from  tuberculosis  of  the  udder  the  full  value  should  be 
“ paid  to  the  owner  (plus  one  pound  to  cover  the  loss  sustained  by 
“dislocation  of  his  business)  out  of  the  National  Exchequer.” 

“ If  affected  with  tuberculosis  of  the  udder  three-fourths  of  the 
“ value  should  be  paid  out  of  the  National  Exchequer.” 

“ The  Local  Authority  should  bear  and  pay  any  cost  of  any  valuer 
“ or  veterinary  surgeon  employed  for  this  purpose.” 

10.  “That  no  Local  Authority  should  have  jurisdiction  within  the  area 
“ of  an}^  other  Local  Authority,” 

11.  “That  the  Model  Milk  Clauses  or  any  similar  clauses  to  the  same 
“ effect  contained  in  all  previous  Acts  should  be  repealed.” 

12.  “ That  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  Local  Authorities  to  examine 
“the  milk  in  the  various  dairies  in  their  district,  and  to  prevent 
“the  supply  of  milk  from  cows  affected  with  tuberculosis  of  the 
“udder,  and  of  milk  containing  matter  rendering  it  unwholesome 
“ or  unfit  for  the  food  of  man.” 

13.  “ That  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders  of  1885  and  1 899, 
“ as  consolidated  and  amended,  should  be  made  compulsory.” 

14.  “That  if  the  Local  Authorities  do  not  properly  and  efficiently 
“exercise  their  powers,  provision  should  be  made  whereby  either 
“the  Local  Government  Hoard  or  the  Board  of  Agriculture  may 
“appoint  some  person  or  persons  to  carry  out  these  powers  at  the 
“expense  of  the  Local  Authority.” 

Addendum.  That  the  following  words  be  added  to  paragraph  8 ; 

“ That  such  animal  should  be  at  once  examined  by  the  veterinary 
“ surgeon  to  the  Local  Authority,  and  if  it  appears  to  show 
“ symptoms  of  tuberculosis  of  the  udder  should  be  slaughtered,” 

I beg  to  offer  the  following  comments  on  these  regulations,  viz.  : 

No.  1.  This  means  of  course  that  County  Councils,  and  not  District 
Councils,  are  to  be  the  “Local  Authorities”  to  deal  with  this 
question,  and  in  my  opinion  is  quite  right  as  the  regulation  of  the 
milk  trade  ought,  in  the  national  interest,  to  be  directed  by  them. 
I say  this  because  if  the  Worcestershire  County  Council  took  up  the 
matter  there  Mmuld  be  uniform  action  throughout  the  County, 
and  because  they  already  possess  a well-equipped  laboratory  wheie 
the  requisite  examination  (both  analytical  and  bacteriological) 
could  be  made. 

No,  2.  The  “orders”  should  be  amended  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  conjunction  with  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

No.  7.  This  should  include  the  use  of  the  “ tuberculin  test,” 
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Legislation  on  these  lines  will  no  doubt  involve  increased  cost  in 
production,  and  consequently  necessitate  a rise  in  the  price  of  milk. 

As  however  it  is  so  important  that  all  milk  consumed  is  of  pure 
quality,  I do  not  think  the  public  could,  under  proposed  new  conditions, 
object  to  this. 

On  the  other  hand  I think  they  will  welcome  a change  by  which  such 
a wholesome  food  can  be  obtained,  even  at  an  increased  cost  without  risk 
of  injury  to  health. 


Bakehouses. 

There  are  14  bakehouses  in  the  district,  and  each  of  these  have 
recently  been  visited.  Of  these,  4 want  limewashing-,  2 have  dirty 
floors,  2 defective  ventilation,  1 is  generally  dilapidated,  and  1 has  a 
defective  drain.  In  i no  abstract  of  the  Act  is  posted,  as  required. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  120  workshops  in  the  district,  including  4 bootmakers,  2 
basket-makers,  13  blacksmiths,  4 brewers,  12  carpenters,  2 dress- 
makers, 65  gloveresses,  i laundress,  2 tailors,  i saddler  and  14 
bakehouses.  These  have  been  inspected  and  the  few  minor  defects 
dealt  with.  The  number  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  is  18 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act.,  ^9^7 • 

I am  glad  you  have  “ adopted  ” Sections  i 5,  16,  22,  23,  25,  and  30, 
and  the  whole  of  Parts  3 and  4 of  this  Act ; their  power  will  strengthen 
your  administration 


Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  I should  say  that  a boy  aged  to  years 
died  on  i ith  February  1907,  at  Hampton,  and  the  cause  of  death  was 
certified  as  “ Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis,  5 days  coma.”  The  case  did 
not  come  to  my  notice  until  the  15th  March  1907,  when  I at  once 
made  enquiries.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  case  was  typical  Cerebro  Spinal 
Meningitis,  but  I ordered  complete  disinfection  of  the  house,  asked 
local  medical  men  to  notify  any  suspicious  case,  and  arranged  for  a 
ward  at  the  Hospital  to  be  available  in  case  of  emergency.  No  fur- 
ther case  was  however  heard  of. 


I append  your  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  FOSBROKE,  D.P.H.,  Camb., 
Shirehall,  Worcester,  County  Medical  Officer. 

March,  igo8. 


EVESHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


41 


Inspector’s  Eeport  of  tlie  Sanitary  Work  completed  in  the  year 

ending  3l8t  December,  1907. 


Prevention  of  In 
fectious  Disease 
under  directioi 
of  Medical  Office] 
of  Ilealtli. 

- No.  of  cases  enquired  into  (including  phthisis 
3 etc.)  ______ 

1 No.  of  houses  disinfected  and  cleansed  (ditto) 
L’  No.  of  patients  removed  to  Hospital 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected  oi 
destroyed 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  reported 

13 

13 

4 

r 

6 

Houses 

No.  erected  (if  information  obtainable) 

28 

No.  made  fit  for  habitation  - - - . 

17 

No.  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  - 

14 

No.  cleansed  and  lime- washed 

1 

Overcrowding 

N 0.  of  cases  abated  - - ’ - 

1 

House-drains 

N 0.  laid  or  relaid  _ . _ - . 

- 208 

No.  cleansed,  trapped  and  ventilated 

43 

No.  of  defective  waste-pipes  rectified 

33 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinal 6 

rectified  ------- 

6 

No.  of  dumb  wells  rectified  - . - - 

17 

Water  Closets 

^ 0.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided 

No.  repaired,  ventilated  and  supplied  with 

37 

flush  cisterns  ------ 

13 

Privies  and  Ash- 

No.  of  additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided 

2 

pits 

No.  converted  to  W.C.’s  or  slop  closets  - 

29 

No.  converted  to  pail  closets  - - - - 

15 

No.  repaired  and  converted  into  privies  & ashpits 

47 

No.  abolished  ------ 

7 

Dust  Receptacles 
(portable) 

No.  of  new  dust  receptacles  provided 

Scavenging 

Total  No. of  houses  from  which  refuse  removable 

— 

Total  No.  of  privies  and  ashpits  cleansed 

— 

Total  No.  of  portable  receptacles  cleansed 

Total  No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and  excrement 

'■ 

removed  ------- 

— 

Total  No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and  refuse  removed 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

No.  under  observation  - . - _ 

— 

No.  abated  ------- 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

No.  under  observation  - - - - 

— 

No.  improperly  conducted  - - - - 

— 

W^ater  Supply 

No.  of  wells  sunk  ------ 

— 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired 

1 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted  - - _ 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks 

1 

(during  year)  ------ 

43 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 

— 

Slaughter  Houses 

No.  registered  or  licensed  - - - - 

6 

No  regularly  inspected  - - _ - 

0 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  - _ - . 

.5 
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Factories  and 
Workshops 

No.  under  inspection  - - . - - 

No.  certified  for  lime-washing  by  Inspector  - 
No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as 
Nuisances 

No.  employing  ‘‘  young  persons,”  &c.,  reported 
to  Medical  Ofhct  r of  Health  . . - 

120 

/ 

18 

1 

Shop  Hours’  Aot 

No.  of  shops  under  supervision  _ . _ 

— 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Act  dealt  with 

— 

Dairies  and 

No.  of  persons  engaged  in  milk  trade  now  on 

Cowsheds 

Eegister  and  under  supervision 

26 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders  and 
Bye-laws  dealt  with  . . . . 

21 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  reported  by 
Inspector 

— 

Canal  Boats 

No.  of  boats  on  Eegister  . . . . 

— 

No.  of  boats  registered  during  year 

— 

No.  of  certificates  renewed  . - . - 

— 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or 
otherwise) 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Eegulations 
dealt  with 

. 

Lodging  Houses 

No.  on  liegiater 

— 

No.  regularly  inspected  _ - . . 

— 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  . . . . 

— 

Food 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption 

— 

Food  and  Drugs’ 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis 

— 

Act 

No.  of  samples  certibed  genuine 

— 

No,  of  samples  certified  adulterated 

— 

A iiimals  kept  so  as 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice  - 

3 

to  be  a Nuisance 

Accumulation  of 

No.  of  removals  ------ 

10 

offensive  refuse 

Jjegal  proceedings 

No.  taken  ------- 

2 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  - - - - 

2 

No.  of  cases  withdrawn  - _ _ _ 

— 

(..lerical  Work 

No.  of  official  letters  written  - - - . 

234 

No.  of  notices  served  - . ..  - - 

146 

No.  of  notices  complied  with  . - . 

136 

No.  of  notices  outstanding  . - - - 

10 

Remarlcs  : 

The  9in.  sewer  and  2m.  water  main  have  been  extended  alonp  the  Willersey 
Road  at  Broadway  for  the  accommodation  of  new  cottages  building  there. 

A Gin.  sewer  was  laid  at  Hampton  at  the  expense  of  the  Owners  for  the 
drninage  of  about  20  building  sites,  and  the  water  main  extended  along  the  Pershore 
Road. 

At  Harvington  the  sewer  has  been  extended,  tank,  etc.,  built,  and  the  effluent 
carried  on  to  land.  Formerly  the  whole  of  the  sewage  discharged  into  the  Brook 
without  any  treatment.  The  cost  was  about  .£170. 

March  4th,  1908.  (Signed)  H.  S.  HABVEY,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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To  the  Pcrshore  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  T6th  Annual  Report  which  refers 
to  the  year  1907. 

Copies  will,  as  usual,  be  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  County  Council. 

Statistical  data. 

The  following  Tables  I,  III,  IV  and  V,  are  given  as  required 
by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Table  II  is  omitted,  as  it  is  not  applicable  to  the  Pershore 
Rural  District. 
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Table  II.  is  omitted  as  it  is  not  applicable  to  the  District. 

TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1907. 


Notifiable  Disease. 


Small-pox  . . 
Cholera 
Diphtheria  . 
Membranous  Croup 
Erysipelas  . . 
Scarlet  leTer 
Typhus  fever 
Enteric  fever 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  fever  . 
Puerperal  fever 
Plague 


At  all 
ages. 


2 


3 

27 


6 


Totals 


Cases  notified  in  Whole  District. 


At  Ages — Years. 


U nder 

]. 


1 to  5. 


5 to  15. 


12 


17 


lo'to  25. 


25  to  65. 


65  and 
upwards 


27 


27 


No.  of  Cases  removed 

to  Hospital. 


46  PERSHORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1907. 


Cad8K8  of  Death. 

Deaths  in 

OR  BELONGING  TO  WHOLE 

SUBJOINED  AGKS. 

District  at 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 and 
under 

5. 

5 and 
under 
15. 

16  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

66  and 

up- 

wards. 

Small-pox 

• • 

Measles 

• » 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

• • 

1 

1 

Whooping-cough 

• 

2 

2 

Diphtheria  and  mem 

branous  croup 

• • 

Croup 

• • 

/ Typhus 

• • 

Fever  { Enteric 

• • 

1 

1 

( Other  continued 

Epidemic  Influenza 

• < 

Cholera  , , 

• « 

Plague 

• ■ 

Diarrhoea  . , 

ft  • 

Enteritis 

ft  * 

4 

3 

1 

Puerperal  fever 

ft  « 

Erysipelas 

• . 

Other  septic  diseases.  . 

Phthisis 

• • 

13 

2 

11 

Other  tubercular 

di- 

seases 

ft  • 

2 

2 

Cancer,  malignant 

di- 

sease 

ft  » 

12 

4 

8 

Bronchitis 

ft  « 

13 

4 

2 

7 

Pneumonia 

ft  • 

12 

4 

2 

3 

3 

Pleurisy 

ft  • 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  organs 

ft  • 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  ) 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ) 

ft  ft 

1 

Venereal  diseases 

ft 

Premature  birth 

ft  • 

3 

3 

Diseases  and  accidents 

of  parturition 

ft  ft 

Heart  diseases 

ft  • 

26 

1 

1 

11 

13 

Accidents 

ft  ft 

3 

1 

2 

Suicides 

ft  ft 

2 

1 

1 

Senile  decay  . . 

ft  ft 

15 

15 

All  other  causes 

ft  ft 

59 

14 

4 

2 

2 

10 

27 

All  causes 

j 

ft  ft  1 

171 

27 

14 

3 

7 

43 

77 
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TABLE  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  During  the  Year,  1907. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH, 

Under  1 Week 

tA 

4^ 

4; 

C4 

i 

fA 

V 

ro 

1 

(N 

(A 

V 

D 

1 

Total  under 

I month. 

•A 

c 

c 

s 

!_ 

r 

X. 

0 

ro 

1 

u 

c 

0 

1 

m 

4—  5 Months. 

(A 

0 

S 

\ 

\n 

(A 

p: 

w 

C 

0 

1 

0 

•A 

c 

0 

S 

00 

1 

1 

u. 

C 

c 

1 

cc 

9 — 10  Months 

TO—  II  Months. 

A 

c 

0 

s 

T 

M 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  I Certified 
Cal'ses.  j Uncertified 

5 

2 

1 

1 

9 

3 

2 

4 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

27 

■r. 

0 

u . 

V A 

't:  ^ 

C A 
— « , 

V ■ 

0 

p ^ 

E 

0 

0 

8 y 

c3 . .li 

w'd 

_ r. 

'J-i 

2. 

5 

? y 
.:C' 

H ^ 

t/) 

0 

tr. 

3 

u 

0 

p: 

6 

Sinall-pox 
Chicken-pox  ... 
Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria:  Cronp  ... 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms... 

Enteritis,  Muco-enteri-  ) 
tis.  Gastro-enttritis  ) 

Gastritis.  Gastro-in-  ) 

^ testinal  Catarrh  ) 

Premature  Birth 

y Congenital  Defects  ... 

Injury  at  Birth 

W ant  of  Breast  Milk  ) 
Starvation  ) 

Atrophy,  Debility,  \ 
Marasmus  S 

Tuberculus  ) 

Meningitis  ) 

Tuberculous  Peri- 9 
tonitis : Tabes  >■ 
Mesentcrica  j 

Other  T uberculous  ) 
Diseases  ) 

^Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

^Meningitis  ^ 

(not  Tuberculous) ) 

Convulsions  ... 

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia  ... 

Suffocation,  ) 

overlaying  i 

^ Other  Causes... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

8 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

2 ! 1 

1 

9 

3 i 2 

1 

4 

2 

2 ' 

2 

1 

l|  27 
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Table  I.  shows  that  280  births  were  registered  in  1907,  and  that 
the  birth  rate  amounted  to  21-8  per  1000  of  the  population;  as  com- 
pared with  an  average  rate  during  the  10  years  1897 — 1906  of  24-6. 

I regret  to  say  that  the  birth  rate  is  the  lowest  on  record. 

The  birth  rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1907  was  26‘3  per  1000  of 
the  population,  which  is  o’8  per  rooo  below  the  rate  in  1906  and  lower 
than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on  record  ; compared  with  the  average 
in  the  ten  years  1897 — 1906  the  birthrate  in  1907  shows  a decrease  of 
2’i  per  1000. 

Table  I.  shows  that  the  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  your 
district  in  1907  was  1 70,  and  that  the  death  rate  upon  that  basis  amounted 
to  i3'2.  On  the  other  hand  the  “net  death  rate (arrived  at  by  ex- 
cluding “ deaths  of  non-residents  registered  in  Public  Institutions  in 
the  District,”  and  including  “deaths  of  residents  registered  in  Public 
Institutions  beyond  the  District”)  who  belonged  to Pershore, equals  i3'3. 

Last  year  (Table  I ) there  were  3 deaths  of  “residents  registered 
in  Public  Institutions  beyond  the  District”  who  belonged  to  Pershore. 
These  occurred  in  Powick  Lunatic  Asylum. 

The  death  rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1907  was  15*0  per  1000 
which  was  0 4 per  1000  below  the  rate  in  1906  and  lower  than  the  rate 
in  any  other  year  on  record  ; compared  with  the  average  rate  in  the 
ten  years  1897 — 1906,  the  death  rate  in  1907  showed  a decrease  of  1.7 
per  1000. 

The  “ infantile  mortality”  last  year  was  96  ; the  standard  of  a healthy 
district  being  about  100. 

These  statistics  are  satisfactory. 


TABLE  VI. 

Rates  per  1000  of  Population. 


All  causes. 

Zymotic 

Diseases, 

Smallpox. 

i 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

e rH 

CD 

pa 

* ^ 

Q 

Whooping 

Cougli. 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

i 

Deaths  under 

1 year  per 
1000  Births. 

Pershore 

Pural  District 

13*3 

0*3 

0*0 

0*0 

0*7 

0*0 

0*15 

0*7 

0*0 

96 

England  and 

\'\''ales 

13*0 

1*26 

0*0 

0*36 

0*09 

0*16 

0*29 

0*07 

0*29 

118 
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Extend ^ distribution  and  causes  of  notifiable  diseases. 

Smallpox. 

No  case  was  reported  during  the  year. 

Afeasles. 

Although  no  death  was  attributed  to  measles  it  was  prevalent  and 
necessitated  the  closure  of  the  schools  in  6 parishes,  viz,  : Spetchley, 
Whittington,  Defford,  Drakes  Broughton,  Norton,  and  Stoulton. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Table  VII.  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Table  VII. 


Locality. 

No.  of  oases  in  each  month. 

Totarl 

Dates  of  fatal  CHse.s. 

Pinvin 

Jan.  (3),  Feb.  (2\  Mar.  ( P, 

M ay  ( 2 ),  .1  ime  ( 3 ),  J uly  ( 1 ), 

3rd  Sept.,  1907, 

Aug.  (2),  Sept.  (2), 

16 

at  Hospital 

Itckington 

Broughton 

Feb.  v2),  Nov.  ( 1 ), 

3 

Tlackett 

May  (P,  July  (2),  Sept.(l), 

4 

AVliito  Ladies 

A stoii 

July  (1), 

1 

Peooleton 

Pet.  ri). 

1 

Holv  Cross 

Pec.  { 1 ), 

1 

Lower  IMoor 

Pec.  ( 1 ), 

1 

Jan.  (3),  Feb.  (4),  Mar.(l), 
May  (3),  .Iune(3b  July  (4), 
Aug. (2),  Sept.  (3),  Oct.  (1), 

27 

Nov.  ( 1 ),  Pec.  (2), 

Table  VII.  shows  that  only  27  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified 
during  the  year,  and  bearing  in  mind  that  the  population  of  the 
District  is  12,810,  this  number  is  not  large. 


The  disease  was  kept  in  check  by  the  removal  of  the  whole  of  the 
cases  to  the  Sanatorium.  A child  from  Pinvin  died  at  the  Hospital 
on  September  3rd. 

Sixteen  of  the  27  cases  occurred  at  Pinvin  and  were  spread  over  6 
months  of  the  year;  at  no  time  was  Scarlatina  epidemic  there. 

The  whole  of  the  outbreaks  were,  I believe,  attributable  to  personal 
infection,  and  mild  cases  disseminated  the  disease. 


Diphtheria. 

Table  VIII.  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  Diphtheria. 

TABLE  VIII. 


Locality. 

No.  of  cases  in  each  month. 

Total. 

Dates  of  fatal  cases. 

Hill  Furze 

Mar.  ( 1 ), 

0 

Brickleha  mpton 

Pec.  ( 1 ), 

The  district  was  remarkably  free  from  this  disease,  and  no  death 
was  due  to  it. 
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Typhoid  Ftver. 

Table  IX.  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  Typhoid  Fever. 


Table  IX. 


Locality. 

No.  of  Cases  in  each  Month. 

Total. 

Dates  of  Fatal  Cases. 

Charlton 

Upton  Snods- 

April  (1), 

1 

4th  March,  1907. 

bury 

May  (1),  .Tune(l),  Aug.  (1), 

3 

Cropthorne 

July  (1).  Aug.  (1) 

2 

A case  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  notified  at  Charlton;  hut  the  man 
attacked  came  from  Cropthorne  in  the  early  stages  of  the  illness. 
How  and  where  he  contracted  the  complaint  is  not  clear.  Although 
the  water  in  the  well  at  the  house  where  he  resided  in  Cropthorne 
was  condemned,  I do  not  think  the  illness  was  caused  by  local  insanit- 
ary conditions  ; for  had  bad  water  been  the  cause,  other  persons  who 
drank  it,  would  probably  have  contracted  the  disease. 

Similarly  the  water  used  by  the  three  cases  at  Upton  Snodsbury 
was  contaminated,  but  the  second  seems  to  have  been  due  to  a mother 
nursing  her  son 

The  Pershore  Guardians  supplied  a nurse  for  the  Upton  Snodsbury 
cases,  as  the  patients  could  not  be  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
no  provision  for  such  cases  being  in  existence. 

As  soon  as  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  which 
you  have  adopted,”  comes  into  operation  you  will  be  empowered, 
should  you  desire,  to  provide  nurses  for  attendance  on  patients  suffer- 
ing from  any  infectious  disease  who  cannot  be  removed  to  hospital 
(Section  67).  This  is  a most  useful  provision. 

The  two  cases  at  Cropthorne  occurred  in  one  house  ; the  water  in 
use  was  polluted. 


Isolation  Hospital. 

Twenty-seven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  treated  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 

As  I have  on  more  than  one  occasion  advised  that  a block  for  the 
use  of  diphtheria  patients  (a  disease  highly  infectious)  should  be 
added  to  this  Hospital,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  record  that  the 
Hospital  Committee  have  decided  to  provide  this  acc  jinmodation. 

I hope  when  the  time  is  opportune  that  the  hospital  scheme, 
originally  approved  by  the  Council,  may  be  completed  by  the  erection 
of  a steam  disinfector ; as  the  necessity  for  efficient  disinfection  (at 
present  an  impossibility  in  the  district)  caimut  be  gainsaid. 
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Schools. 


The  following  Schools  were  closed  on  account  of  disease,  viz.  : 


Name. 

Disease. 

Period. 

Spetchley,  E.C. 

Measles 

27th  May  to  Ist  July. 

W hittington,  (All  Depts.) 

j j 

15th  June  to  nth  July. 

Defford  and  Besford 

j j 

20th  June  to  ‘22nd  July. 

Cropthorne,  (All  Depts.) 

Mumps 

3rd  July  to  22nd  July. 
Holidays  began  22nd  July. 

Drakes  Broughton 

Measles 

12th  July  to  29th  July. 

Norton,  S. 

11 

26th  Aug.  to  3 Ist  Aug. 

Stoulton 

11 

16th  Sept,  to  26th  Oct. 

Defitord 

Mumps 

2nd  Dec.  to  16th  Dec. 

For  general  remarks  on  ‘‘  Schools”  see  pages  8 and  9. 


Home  Accommodation. 

During  the  year,  1 6 houses  were  erected,  3 rendered  fit  for  habitation, 

1 closed  as  unfit,  4 cleansed  and  repaired,  and  5 cases  of  overcrowding 
abated.  As  the  housing  question  is  now  much  to  the  fore,  I append 
a special  report  prepared  by  your  Inspector  during  the  year. 

Sejverage. 

The  sewers  for  Pershore  are  still  in  the  same  defective  condition  as 
they  have  been  for  years  past,  and  from  time  to  time  parts  of  them 
fall  in  or  get  blocked.  I believe  the  District  Council  intended  to 
proceed  with  their  sewerage  scheme  daring  the  past  year,  but  as  there 
seems  some  little  probability  that  the  comprehensive  water  scheme 
may  be  resuscitated  I submit  'hat  the  delay  is  justifiable.  For  in  my 
opinion  the  latter  is  even  more  desirable  than  the  former,  assuming 
that  both  are  impracticable  for  financial  reasons.  I trust,  however, 
that  the  two  questions  (so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  district)  will  be  settled  one  way  or  another  in  the  course  of  the 
next  few  months. 

Pinvin.  The  defective  drainage  of  Pinvin  has  not  yet  been  im- 
proved. Various  schemes  have  been  under  consideration,  but  owing 
to  their  cost  have  been  adjourned  for  revision;  it  however  seems 
probable  that  the  work  will  be  commenced  before  long. 

Some  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  street  drains  at  Ecking- 
ton  and  Cropthorne. 

Excrement  Disposal. — Scavenging. 

The  excrement  disposal  of  the  district  is  of  the  midden  t3'pe,  and 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  shows  what  improvements  have  been 
made.  I mentioned  in  my  last  Annual  Peport  that  a I^^^ochial 
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Committee”  had  been  appointed  to  deal  with  the  scavenging-  of  the 
town  of  Pershore.  During  the  past  year  the  Coaimittee  liave  purchased 
a horse  and  cart  for  the  removal  of  excrementitious  filth  and  house 
refuse,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  scavenging  will  promote  local 
sanitation.  In  mv  opinion  it  is  the  be  st  course  that  could  be  adopted, 
pending  some  decision  as  to  the  Sewmrage  and  Water  Schemes. 

The  supervision  of  the  work  is  entrusted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Water  Supply. 

Once  more  I would  mention  the  great  need  of  a comprehensive 
water  scheme  for  the  15  of  the  parishes  in  the  district,  as  described 
in  my  Annual  Report  for  1902.  I have  explained  in  the  foregoing 
paragraph  on  ‘‘sewerage”  how  this  matter  stands.  I can  but  repeat 
that,  in  ray  opinion,  if  the  various  villages  m this  district  in  n<md  of 
water  could  be  supplied  as  proposed,  it  would  promote  building  and 
the  general  welfare  of  the  district  as  a similar  scheme  is  doing  in 
Pvesham  Rural  District.  I expressed  regret  last  year  that  the 
Pistrict  Cuuiicil  possess  no  comjtulsory  powers  for  obtaining  water 
similar  to  those  they  possess  for  acquiring  laud;  and  I pan  now  glad 
to  be  able  to  mention  that  a private  Bill  “to  empower  Local  Authori- 
ties to  acquire  Water  bights  otherwise  than  03^  agreement”  wns 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  i9th  February  last, 
wilh  the  object  of  meeting  tins  long-felt  want.  I am  not  very 
sanuuine,  howevi  r,  that  this  Bill  will  be  passed  this  sesnon  unless  it 
receives  the  support  of  the  President  of  the  I.ocal  (iovernment  Board  ; 
but  should  it  do  so  it  will  remove  a great  difficulty  which  has  hitherto 
prevented  3mu  carrying  (ut  jmur  contemplated  schemes. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  Report  on  Housing  says  “one  of  the 
“difficulties  of  inducing  owners  to  build  is  the  need  of  a. good  water 
“ supply  experienced  in  most  parishes  in  the  district,” 

Places  over  which  the  Council  have  control. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  are  34  “dairymen”  and  “purve3mrs  of  milk”  in  the  district. 
Each  of  their  premises  has  been  recentl}"  thoroughl}^  inspected,  and  I 
can,  if  you  wish,  submit  details  of  the  defects  met  with. 

Of  the  cowsheds  10  require  limewashing,  6 have  defective  floors, 
8 defective  drains  and  8 are  dirtju  Your  Inspector  will  ask  3mur 
instructions  as  to  these  defects.  For  some  general  remarks  on  this 
question  see  page  31. 


Bakehouses. 

There  are  36  bakehouses  on  the  Register.  All  of  these  have  been 
inspected  several  times  during  the  year.  Although  the  Act  requires 
them  to  be  whitewashed  twice  a year,  13  of  them  are  found  in  a dirty 
condition,  and  your  Inspector  consequently  served  notice  upon  the 
occupiers  to  cleanse. 
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Slaughter-houses. 

There  are  15  “ registered”  slaughter-houses  in  the  district.  Two  of 
these  are  dirty  and  require  limewashing,  one  has  a bad  floor,  one  has 
an  insanitary  midden,  and  in  one,  a horse  and  dog  are  kept  against 
the  bye-laws. 

One  of  the  principal  defects  of  slaughter-houses  is  that  the  walls  are 
not  impervious,  and  consequently  are  apt  to  absorb  blood.  The 
removal  of  blood  is  in  a few  cases  not  properly  attended  to.  I think 
the  bye-laws  should  be  strictly  enforced. 


Common  Lodgmg  Houses. 

There  are  two  common  lodging  houses,  adjacent  to  each  other, 
kept  by  one  person.  These  have  been  satisfactorily  managed  during 
the  year.  I think  it  will  be  found  that  the  adoption  of  Part  V.  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  will  facilitate  even  better 
administration. 


Factories  a7td  Workshops, 

There  are  54  workshops,  and  36  of  these  are  bakehouses.  The 
workshops  include  dressmakers,  tailors,  basket  makers,  carriage 
builders,  tinsmiths,  etc.  All  of  these  have  been  visited.  A notice 
was  received  from  the  factory  inspector  that  one  of  them  required 
lime  washing  and  this  was  carried  out.  In  other  respects  they  are  fairly 
well  administered. 


IJ op-pic  king.  * 

I am  glad  to  say  that  during  the  year  the  District  Council  have 
decided  to  adopt  bye-laws  for  hop-pickers,  although  there  are  few  hop- 
yards  in  the  district.  See  page  26. 


Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act.,  igog. 

Your  decision  to  adopt  Sections  15,  16,  22,  23,  25,  and  30,  and 
Parts  III.,  IV.,  and  V.,  of  this  Act  is  sure  to  be  attended  with 
beneficial  results. 


I append  yout  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report  and  a Special 
Report  on  Housing. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  FOSBROKE,  D.P.H.,  Camb., 
Shirehall,  Worcester,  County  Medical  Officer. 

March,  igo8. 
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Inspector’s  Keport  of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed  in  the  year 
ending  81st  December,  1907. 


Prevention  of  In- 
fectious Disease 
under  direction 
of  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

No.  of  cases  enquired  into  (including  phthisis, 
etc.) 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  and  cleansed  (ditto) 
No.  of  patients  removed  to  Hospital 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected  or 
destroyed 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  reported 

36 

35 

27 

4 

Houses 

No.  erected  (if  information  obtainable) 

16 

No.  made  fit  for  habitation  - . . - 

3 

No.  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  - - - 

1 

No.  cleansed  and  lime- washed  _ _ _ 

5 

Overcrowding 

N 0.  of  cases  abated  . . . . . 

5 

House-drains 

No.  laid  or  relaid  - . _ . _ 

20 

No.  cleansed,  trapped  and  ventilated 

12 

No.  of  defective  waste-pipes  rectified 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals 

1 

rectified  ------- 

— 

No.  of  dumb  wells  rectified  - - - - 

1 

Water  Closets 

^o.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided 

No.  repaired,  ventilated  and  supplied  with 

5 

fiush  cisterns  ------ 

6 

Privies  and  Ash- 

No.  of  additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided 

1 

pits 

No.  converted  to  W.C.’s  or  slop  closets  - 

— 

No.  converted  to  pail  closets  - - - - 

4 

No.  repaired  ------ 

6 

Dust  Peceptacles 

No.  of  new  dust  receptacles  provided 

— 

(portable) 

Scavenging 

Total  N o.of  houses  from  which  refuse  removable 

— 

Total  No.  of  privies  and  ashpits  cleansed 

— 

Total  No.  of  portable  receptacles  cleansed 

Total  No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and  excrement 

— 

removed  ------- 

— 

Total  No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and  refuse  removed 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

No.  under  observation  - - _ . 

No.  abated  ------- 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

No.  under  observation  - . _ _ 

— 

No.  improperly  conducted  - - - _ 

— 

Water  Supply 

No.  of  webs  sunk  ------ 

10 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired 

5 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted  - - _ 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks 

— - 

( during  year)  ------ 

5 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 

— , 

Slaughter  Hous(‘S 

No.  registered  or  licensed  - - - _ 

15 

No  regularly  inspected  - - - - 

15 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  - - - - 

3 
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Factories  and 
Workshops 

No.  under  inspection  . - - - - 

No.  certified  for  lime-washing  by  Inspector  - 
No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as 
Nuisances 

No.  employing  young  persons,”  &c.,  reported 
to  Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . . 

54 

13 

1 

Shop  Hours’  Act 

No.  of  shops  under  supervision  _ . _ 

— 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Act  dealt  with 

— 

Dairies  and 

No.  of  persons  engaged  in  milk  trade  now  on 

Cowsheds 

Kegister  and  under  supervision 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders  and 

34 

Bye-laws  dealt  with  . - - . 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  reported  by 

3 

Inspector  - - - - ’ - 

— 

Canal  Boats 

No.  of  boats  on  Register  _ . . - 

2 

No.  of  boats  registered  during  year 

— 

No.  of  certificates  renewed  . - - - 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or 

otherwise) 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations 

2 

dealt  with 

— 

Lodging  Houses 

No.  on  hegister  ------ 

2 

No.  regularly  inspected  - - - - 

2 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  - - - - 

2 

Food 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption 

— 

Food  and  Drugs’ 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis 

— 

Act 

No.  of  samples  certified  genuine  - - . 

— 

No.  of  samples  certified  adulterated 

— “ 

Animals  kept  so  as 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice  - 

3 

to  be  a Nuisance 

Accumulation  of 

No.  of  removals  ------ 

IS 

otfensive  refuse 

Legal  proceedings 

No.  taken  ------- 

— 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  - - - - 

No.  of  cases  withdrawn  - - - . 

— 

Clerical  Work 

No.  of  official  letters  written  - - - - 

350 

No.  of  notices  served  - - - - . 

149 

No.  of  notices  complied  with  . - _ 

144 

No.  of  notices  outstanding  _ - . - 

5 

Remarks  : 


February  28th,  190&. 


(Signed)  F.  W.  MOULSON,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Report  on  the  Housing  Accommodation, 

Me.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

As  instructed  by  the  ('ouncil,  T have  made  careful  enquiries  into  the 
bousing  accommodation  in  the  District,  and  find  tiiere  are  sufficient 
cottages  for  the  needs  of  most  of  the  parishes.  Only  in  two  parishes  was 
I informed  there  was  a need  of  cottages  ( Pinvin  and  Norton-Juxta- 
Kempsey)  and  I know  there  is  a need  of  medium  sized  houses  in  the 
town  of  Pershore,  as  they^  are  very  difficult  to  obtain, 

I should  say'’ however  that  some  of  the  cottages  are  very' small  indeed 
and  not  'fit  for  large  families.  Usually  I find  the  large  families  in  the 
smallest  cottagi  s and  the  smallest  families  in  the  largest  cottages.  1 
do  not  think  there  are  a great  many  cases  of  overcrowding,  but  the  re  is  a 
di'fficulty  in  finding  the  secases  out,  and  I should  be  glad  if  any  members  of 
the  Council  know  of  any  cases,  if  they  will  please  let  me  know  ; and  f 
■V.  ill  make  enquiries  into  them. 

In  many  cases  owners  will  not  let  cottages  to  large  families,  and  in  con- 
sequence they  go  into  any  house  they  can  get,  and  overcrowding  occurs 
at  times  from  this  cause. 

Many  of  the  older  class  of  cottages  are  composed  of  timber,  wattle  and 
thatchj  are  often  in  bad  repair,  and  the  owmws  do  not  keep  them  as  they 
should  owing  to  the  continual  expense  in  repairing  them,  Many^  have  no 
ceilings  under  the  bedroom  floors  and  dust  and  dirt  tall  through  the  open 
joints  ol'  the  bedroom  floor  on  to  the  food  on  the  table.  This  is  dangerous 
where  there  are  cases  of  Consumption. 

I think  all  owners  should  be  compelled  to  put  a ceiling  under  all  bed- 
room floors,  where  there  are  none. 

One  owner’s  agent  informs  me  he  will  close  one  cottage  at  Churchill 
which  is  unfit  for  habitation  and  I think  he  ’will  repair  one  near  which 
has  been  void  for  many  years. 

There  are  several  of  these  old  cottages  in  bad  repair,  and  if  the  owners 
do  not  put  them  into  proper  repair,  I shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity 
to  bring  them  before  your  notice. 

Several  old  houses  have  been  closed  during  the  last  few  years 
in  some  parishes  (1901  to  1908)  and  none  have  been  built  to  replace 
them.  One  of  the  difficulties  of  inducing  owners  to  build  is  the  need  of  a 
good  supply  of  water,  experienced  in  most  parishes  in  the  district. 
Owners  do  not  build,  as  they"  are  put  to  expense  of  providing  rain-water 
tanks  and  filters,  where  good  well  water  is  not  obtainable  under  the 
Public  Health  (Water)  Act  1878,  and  it  is  often  put  down  to  the  build- 
ing byelaws  being  so  very'  strict. 

I append  a tabulated  statement  of  the  population,  number  of  inhabited 
houses,  average  number  of  occupiers,  number  of  houses  closed,  number  of 
houses  erected,  and  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  during  the  years 
1901  to  1906  in  each  parish. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  MOULSON,  C.SI.,  F.I.S.E. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  Pershore. 
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Parish. 

Populition 

1901. 

No  of 
Inhabited 
1:1  oases 
iu  1901. 

Average 
No.  of 
Occap.ints 
per  house. 

No.  of 
Houses 
closed 
1901—06 

No.  of 
Houses 
built 
1901—06 

No.  of 
Case.s  of 
Over- 
crowd- 
ing 

1901—06 

\ 

Ahherton 

90 

18 

5'0 

J-'.isharr.pton  . . 

3-l() 

83 

4'0 

1 

— 

— _ 

liredicoL 

43 

12 

3*5 

— 

— 

— . 

I->rou;;hton  Hackett 

152 

3 £) 

4-3 



— 

-7- 

Churchill 

4 5 

12 

3-75 

— 

— 

— 

Dormstoti 

77 

20 

3*85 

■ — 

— 

Clad  bury 

467 

1 1 5 

4-0 

1 

5 

— 

Flyford  Flavel 

135 

33 

4-0 

2 

1 

— 

(irafton  Pdvlbrd 

184 

44 

4-1 

— 

— 

— 

Kill  and  Moor 

363 

96 

3'78 

1 

3 



Kington 

95 

25 

3-80 

— 

— . 

— 

Naunton  Beauchamp  . . 

120 

25 

4-8 

— 

2 

— 

North  Piddle 

100 

26 

3'84 

— 

— 

— 

Norton-juxta-Kempsey . . 

807 

133 

6-00 

— 

9 

4 

Pcophtin 

312 

63 

4-9 

— 

— 

— 

Fershore,  Holy  Cross  , . 

2400 

603 

4-12 

— 

21 

6 

,,  Si.  Andrew  . . 

858 

196 

4*37 

— 

3 

5 

Pinvin 

4 22 

91 

4-63 

2 

1 

2 

Spetchley 

1 18 

25 

4-72 

. — 

— 

— 

Stoulton 

322 

80 

4-00 

— 

6 

— 

d'h  roc  km  or  ton 

109 

27 

4*00 

— 

— 

— 

Up'on  Snodsbur}’ 

297 

76 

3*67 

— 

1 

1 

Wliite  Ladies  Aston 

244 

65 

3*7 

— 

— 

AV  hiltirigton 

400 

93 

4*3 

— 

2 

1 

AVyre  f^iddle 

233 

62 

8*75 

• — 

3 

B sford 

136 

32 

4 *25 

— 

— 

Birlingham  . , 

312 

73 

4*27 

— 

3 

— _ 

Brick  lehampton 

200 

4 1 

4*37 

— 

— 

4 

Charlton 

385 

82 

4.69 

— 

10 

1 

Crop!  home  . . 

359 

83 

4*21 

— 

5 

— 

Dcfford 

4 20 

91 

4*61 

— 

1 

— 

Fckington 

651 

164 

3*96 

— 

3 

— 

Kirn  ley  Castle 

303 

74 

409 

— 

— 

— 

Great  Cmiberton 

213 

54 

3*75 

— 

— 

2 

Little  Cjrnberton 

206 

58 

3*55 

— 

— 

— 

Netherton 

48 

1 1 

4*36 

— 

— 

— 

Pirlon 

177 

41 

4*31 

— 

2 

1 

Strensham 

233 

52 

4*18 

■ — 

— 

— 

Wick 

288 

65 

4*43 

— 

2 

— 

Totals 

1 

t 

84 

27 
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To  the  Feckenham  Rural  District  Council, 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  34th  Annual  Report  which  refers 
to  the  year  1907. 

Copies  will,  as  usual,  be  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  County  Council. 


Statistical  data. 

The  following  Tables  I,  III,  IV  and  V,  are  given  as  required 
by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Table  II  is  omitted,  as  it  is  not  applicable  to  the  Feckenham 
Rural  District. 


TABLE  I. 
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Table  ir.  is  omitted  as  it  is  not  applieable  to  the  District. 

TABLE  lir. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1907. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Cases  notified  in  Whole  Distkict. 

At  all 
ages. 

At  Ages — Years. 

Under 

1. 

1 to  5. 

5 to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and 
upwards 

Small-pox  . . 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  . 

Membranous  Croup 

Erysipelas  , . 

Scarlet  lever 

Typhus  fever 

Enteric  fever 

Relapsing  fever 

Continued  fever  . 

Puerperal  fever 

Plague 

1 

12 

5 

7 

• Totals 

13 

5 

7 

> 

No.  of  Cases  removed 

to  Hospital. 
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TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1907. 


Deaths  in  ok  belonging  to  whole  Distkict  at 

SUBJOINED  AGES. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Under 

1 and 

5 and 

15  and 

25  and 

65  and 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

Ages. 

1 year. 

5. 

15. 

25. 

65. 

wards. 

Small-pox 

Measles 

2 

1 

1 

Scarlet  fever  . , 

1 

1 

Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  mem 
branous  croup 

Croup 

( Typhus 

Fever  < Enteric 

( Other  contimu  d 

Epidemic  Influenza  . . 
Cholera 

1 

1 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases.  . 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular  di- 

4 

1 

3 

senses 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  di- 

sease 

4 

3 

1 

Bronchitis 

6 

2 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

1 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  organs 

3 

1 

2 

Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  birth 
Diseases  and  accidents 

1 

1 

of  parturition 

Heart  diseases 

5 

3 

2 

Accidents 

Suicides 

1 

1 

Sunile  decay  . . 

15 

1 

14 

All  other  causes 

17 

6 

3 

8 

All  causes 

64 

10 

2 

3 

1 1 

[' 

1 

16 

32 
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TABLE  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  During  the  Year,  1907. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Wh'eks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH, 

0. 

<v 

M 

u 

V 

c 

p 

V 

<v 

1 

c/i 

•V 

V 

CO 

1 

C/J 

V 

<v 

1 

CO 

Total  under 

I month. 

c/i 

C 

o 

s 

w 

1^ 

/ 

.x: 

c 

0 

CO 

1 

3 — 4 Months 

(A 

w 

c 

0 

s 

lO 

1 

7) 

c 

0 

•e-l 

o 

1 

VO 

in 

■¥-t 

0 

s 

1 

7—  8 Months 

f/ 

rC 

c 

0 

s 

1 

00 

9 — -TO  Months 

to—  1 1 Months. 

(A 

rC 

C 

0 

T 

M 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  ) Certified 

Caosks.  f xincertified  . 

‘l 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

10 

Other  Causes  Tuberculous  Wasting  Diarrhceal  Common  Infectious 

Diseases.  Diseases.  Di.'-eases.  Diseases. 

Sniall-pox 

Cliicken-pox  ... 
Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Uiphtlieria  : Croup... 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms  . 

Enteriti.s,  M uco-enteri- ) 
tis.  Gasiro-enteritis  ) 

Gastritis,  Gastro-in-  ) 

^ testiiial  Catarrh  ) 

Premature  Birth 

y Congenital  Defects  .. 

Injury  at  Birth 

Wantof  Breast  Milk  > 
Starvation  ) 

Atrophy,  Debility,  ) 
Marasmus  ' 

Tuberculus  ) 

Meningitis  ) 

Tuberculous  Peri-  h 
tonitis : Tabes  > 

1 l\Iesenterica  ) 

Other  Tuberculous) 
Diseases  ) 

^Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  ' ^ 

{not  Tuberculous) ) 

Convulsions  ... 

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  ) 

overlaying  1 

Mfdier  Causes... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

10 
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Table  I.  shows  that  145  births  were  registered  in  1907^  and  that 
the  birth  rate  amounted  to  26'3  per  1000  of  the  population;  as  com- 
pared with  an  average  rate  during  the  10  years  1897 — 1906  of  23'4. 

The  birth  rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1907  was  26*3  per  1000  of 
the  population,  which  is  o'8  per  1000  below  the  rate  in  1906  and  lower 
than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on  record  : compared  with  the  average 
in  the  ten  years  1897 — -1906  the  birth  rate  in  1907  showed  a decrease 
of  2’ I per  1000. 

Table  I.  shows  that  the  total  numsber  of  deaths  registered  in  your 
district  in  1907  was  54,  and  that  the  death  rate  upon  this  basis  amounts 
to  9’8.  On  the  other  hand  the  “ net  death  rate,”  arrived  at  by  ex- 
cluding “ deaths  of  non-residents  registered  in  Public  Institutions  in 
the  District,”  and  including  “^‘deaths  of  residents  registered  in  Public 
Institutions  beyond  the  District”  who  belonged  to  your  District  equalled 
11-6. 

Last  year  (Table  1 ) there  were  10  deaths  of  ‘Residents  registered 
in  Public  Institutions  beyond  the  District”  who  belonged  to  Feckenham, 
viz.  : Alcester  Workhouse  7,  Sanatorium  i,  Powick  Asylum  2. 

The  death  rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1907  was  15'©  per  1000 
which  was  0 4 per  1000  below  the  rate  in  1906  and  lower  than  the  rate 
in  any  other  year  on  record  ; compared  with  the  average  rate  in  the 
ten  years  1897 — 1906,  the  death  rate  in  1907  showed  a decrease  of  1.7 
per  1000. 

The  ‘‘infantile  mortality”  was  as  low  as  68  ; the  standard  of  a healthy 
district  being  about  100, 


TABLE  VL 

Rates  per  1000  of  Population. 


All  causes. 

.2  “ 

0 2 

^ 0) 

GO 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

<D 

> 

Diarrhoea. 

Deaths  under 

1 year  per 
1060  Births, 

Feckenham 

Rural  LHstrict 

I 1*6 

0*5 

0*0 

0*3 

0'18 

0*0 

0*0 

0*0 

0*0 

68 

England  and 

Wales 

15-0 

P26 

0-0 

0*36 

0*09 

0-16 

0*29 

0*07 

0*29 

118 

Table  VL  shows  that  the  local  zymotic  death  rates  of  the  District 
as  compared  with  those  of  England  and  Wales  are  favourable. 
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Extend,  distribution  and  causes  of  notifiable  diseases. 

Smallpox. 

No  case  was  reported  during  the  year. 


Measles, 

Measles  was  prevalent  at  Crabbs  Cross  and  Inkberrow.  The 
disease  caused  2 deaths  (as  Table  IV.  shows)  and  necessitated  the 
closure  of  the  local  schools. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Table  VII.  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Table  VII. 


Ijocality. 

No.  of  cases  iu  each,  month. 

Total. 

Dates  of  fatal  cases. 

Hunt  End 

Jan.  (3), 

3 

Jan.  17th. 

Astwood  Bank 

Feb.  ( 1 ),  Mar.  ( 1 ),  May  ( 1 ), 
June  ( 1 ), 

4 

Webheath 

Mar.  ( 1 ), 

1 

Bradley  Green 

Dec.  (4), 

4 

Jan.  (3),  Feb.(l),  Mar.  (2), 
May(l),  June(l),  Dec.  (4), 

12 

* Occurred  at  the  Sanatorium. 


This  Table  shows  that  the  disease  was  scattered  over  six  months  of 
the  year,  and  that  local  incidences  were  light.  The  solitary  death 
occurred  at  the  Sanatorium  ; and  the  whole  of  the  patients  were 
treated  there. 

The  other  usual  precautionary  measures  (disinfection,  etc.)  were 
carried  out. 


Diphtheria  and  Typhoid  Fever. 

No  case  was  reported  during  the  year. 

With  the  exception  of  Measles,  the  district  has  been  remarkably 
free  from  infectious  disease  during  the  year  1907. 

Tuberculosis. 

Four  deaths  (Table  IV.)  were  attributed  to  Phthisis  as  compared  with 
4 in  1906,  and  5 in  1905.  Your  Inspector  as  usual  offered  to  disinfect 
the  houses  where  deaths  occurred,  and  succeeded  in  doing  so  in  3 
instances. 
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Schools  Closed. 

The  following  Schools  were  closed  during  the  year  : — 

Crabbs  Cross  from  i2th  to  29th  July,  1907,  owing  to  prevalence  of 
Measles. 

Inkberrow  (all  departments)  from  9th  October  to  9th  November,  1907, 
owing  to  prevalence  of  Measles. 

In  order  to  save  printing  I would  refer  you  to  pages  8 and  9 for 
some  general  remarks. 


Isolation  Hospital. 

Table  III.  shows  that  12  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to 
the  Sanatorium  during  the  year. 

Houi^e  Accommodation. 

No  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year.  I have  not  heard  that 
there  is  any  special  demand  for  labourers  cottages  ; but  considering 
there  is  a considerable  scarcity  in  Redditch,  I should  not  be  surprised 
to  learn  that  mechanics’  dwellings  are  in  request. 


Sewerage. 


Hunt  End.  As  mentioned  last  year,  my  full  report  on  Hunt  End 
defective  sewerage  is  given  in  my  annual  report  for  1905. 

The  County  Council  held  a local  inquiry  at  Hunt  End,  the  result  of 
which  was  that  you  received  a letter  from  their  clerk  stating  that  un- 
less the  District  Council  obtained  a site  for  the  sewerage  outfall  works 
by  the  9th  March,  1908,  the  County  Council  would  proceed  with  the 
representation  they  had  already  made  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  under  Section  299  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

The  question  is  however  still  in  abeyance  as  a modified  scheme 
seems  practicable  under  present  circumstances. 


Feckenham  and  Astwood  Bank  Sewage  Outfall. 

So  far  as  I am  aware  these  outfall  works  have  been  satisfactorily 
conducted  during  the  year.  Extensions  have  taken  place  at  the  latter. 


Scavenging. 

Astwood  Bank  and  Hunt  End  are  now  scavenged  by  your  staff 
and  the  work  is  under  the  control  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Water  Supply. 

Only  2 houses  have  been  supplied  from  the  water  works  during 
the  year. 


Places  over  which  the  Cottncil  have  control. 

These  have  recently  been  inspected  by  Dr.  Fowler,  who  is  assisting 
me,  together  with  your  deputy  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Dolphin.  The 
facts  mentioned  below  show  that  many  of  the  dairies  and  cowsheds, 
and  some  of  the-  bakehouses  need  attention.  I suggest  therefore  that 
I should  be  afforded  an  early  opportunity  of  laying,  the  details  before 
you. 

In  order  to  save  cost  of  printing  I ask  you  to  refer  to  some 
general  observations  given  in  other  reports  issued  in  this  pamphlet, 
as  by  doing  so  the  cost  of  printing  is  reduced. 


Slaughter-houses. 

'Fhere  are  5 registered  Slaughter-houses  in  your  district,  and  on  the 
whole  these  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory.  I think  it  would 
be  desirable  for  your  Sanitary  Inspector  to  report  in  detail  upon  them, 
and  particularly  as  to  any  infringements  (if  any)  of  the  bye-laws. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  14  Bakehouses  in  the  district,  5 of  which  were  found  to 
be  dirty  and  to  require  limewashing.  At  i the  midden  is  near  the 
well  : the  water  should  be  analysed. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

{o')  Dairies.  Three  have  defective  drains  and  i an  insanitary 
midden. 

{b)  Cowsheds.  Twelve  are  dirty  and  want  limewashing,  3 have 
drains  inside  the  sheds,  2 have  defective  ventilation,  2 — where  cows 
are  kept  in  day  and  night  during  the  winter — have  inadequate  cubic 
space,  and  5 are  badly  lighted. 

For  some  general  observations  see  page  31. 


Factories  and  I JP/  k shops. 

There  are  16  factories  (to  which  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amend- 
ment Act  1890  apply)  and  57  workshops.  Details  of  these,  and  as 
to  “Act-workers”  are  given  in  my  Report  for  1906.  See  paragraph 
re  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Sanitary  Inspector. 


I append  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Owing  to  the  prolonged  illness  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr. 
Perkins)  systematic  inspection  of  the  district,  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  year,  was  interrupted. 

I trust  however  that  this  may  not  recur,  now  that  you  have  made 
other  arrangements. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  FOSBROKE,  D.P.H.,  Camb., 


Shirehall,  Worcester,  County  Medical  Officer. 


March,  igo8. 
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Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed  in  the  year 

ending  I st  December,  1907. 


Prevention  of  In- 
fectious Disease 
under  direction 
of  M edical  Officer 
of  Health. 

No.  of  cases  enquired  into  - - - - 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  and  cleansed  - 
No.  of  patients  removed  to  Hospital 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected  or 
destroyed 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  reported 

13 

10 

12 

1 1 

Houses 

No.  erected  (if  information  obtainable) 

— 

No.  made  fit  for  habitation  - - - - 

6 

No.  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  - 

— 

No.  cleansed  and  lime- washed 

22 

Overcrowding 

No.  of  cases  abated  ------ 

4 

House-drains 

JN  0.  laid  or  relaid  - - - - - 

32 

No.  cleansed,  trapped  and  ventilated 

15 

No.  of  defective  waste-pipes  rectified 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals 

— 

rectified  ------- 

3 

No.  of  dumb  wells  rectified  - - - - 

1 1 

Water  Closets 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided 

No.  repaired,  ventilated  and  supplied  with 

3 

flush  cisterns  ------ 

— 

Privies  and  Ash- 

No.  of  additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided 

1 

pits 

No.  converted  to  W.C.’s  or  slop  closets  - 

5 

No.  converted  to  pail  closets  - - - - 

3 

No.  repaired  ------ 

16 

Dust  Receptacles 

No.  of  new  dust  receptacles  provided 

— 

(portable) 

Scavenging 

Total  N o.of  houses  from  which  refuse  removable 

578 

Total  No.  of  privies  and  ashpits  cleansed 

• — 

Total  No.  of  portable  receptacles  cleansed 

Total  No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and  excrement 

246 

removed  -----  about 

250 

Total  No.  of  loads  of  ashes  and  refuse  removed 

250 

Smoke  Nuisances 

No.  under  observation  . - - - 

— 

No.  abated  ------- 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

No.  under  observation  - - - - 

1 

No.  improperly  conducted  - - . - 

— 

Water  Supply 

No.  of  wells  sunk  ------ 

1 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired 

3 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks 

— 

(during  year)  ------ 

2 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 

1 

Slaughter  Houses 

No.  registered  or  licensed  - - - - 

5 

No  regularly  inspected  - - - - 

• — 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  - - - - 
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Eactories  and 

W orksliops 

No.  under  inspection  : Factories  16,  Workshops  57 
No.  certified  for  linie-wasliing  by  Inspector 

No.  of  iiisanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as 
Nuisances 

No.  employing  young  persons,”  &c.,  reported 
to  Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . - 

78 

Shop  Hours’  Act 

No.  of  shops  under  supervision  - . . 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Act  dealt  with 

— 

1 fairies  and 
OoAvsheds 

No.  of  persons  engaged  in  milk  trade  now  on 
Pegister  and  under  supervision 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders  and 
Hye-laws  dealt  with  . _ . . 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  reported  by 
Inspector 

17 

Canal  Boats 

No.  of  boats  on  Pegister  . . . . 

No.  of  boats  registered  during  year 

No.  of  certificates  renewed  . - . - 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or 
otherwise) 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Pegulations 
d^'alt  with 

— 

Jjodging  Houses 

No.  on  t'egister  ------ 

No.  regularly  inspected  . - - - 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  - . - - 

— 

Food 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption 

— 

Food  and  Drugs’ 
Act 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis 

No.  of  samples  certified  genuine 

No.  of  samples  certified  adulterated 

— 

Animals  kept  so  as 
to  be  a Nuisance 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice  - - - 

— 

Accumulation  of 
offensive  refuse 

No.  of  removals  ------ 

4 

Legal  proceedings 

No  taken  ------- 

No.  of  convictions  obtained  - - . - 

No.  of  cases  withdrawn  or  dismissed 

— 

Ulorical  Work 

No.  of  official  letters  written  - - - - 

No.  of  notices  served  - - - 

No.  of  notices  complied  with 

No.  of  notices  outstanding  _ . - - 

210 

1 14 
114 

Remarks  : 

Astwood  Baiilc  Sewer  Outfalls  have  been  extended  about  300  yards  on  a 
field  near  Feckenham  for  irrigation. 


March  11th,  1908. 


(Signed)  JOSEPH  A.  PEPKINS,  Sanitary  Inspector. 


